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These radio ads aired in 

six markets in December:  

Albany: KLOO 106.3 FM  

Eugene: KFLY 101.5 FM  

Medford: KRWQ 100.3 FM  

Coos Bay: KWRO 630 AM  

Hood River/The Dalles: 

KACI, both 1300 AM & 

97.7 FM  

Bend: KRXF 92.9 FM  
 

Our goal was to reach non

-ag related listeners. Has 

anyone heard any feed-

back? Did you hear any of 

the spots airing? I did in 

Central Oregon, and was 

very proud to hear our 

message. With this cam-

paign, weõre hoping to 

gain interest and new 

membership.  

    -Jana Kittredge  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

OWA Displays Ad Campaigns throughout 
the State for the Holidays!  

Your Oregon Women for  

Agricultureõs Public         

Relations committee was 

hard at work putting        

together both  bus ad and 

radio spot campaigns for the 
holidays. We purchased ad-

vertising of bus signs in the 

Portland and Eugene mar-

kets. See message above. 

Did anyone see our bus ads 

in travel?  
 

For the radio ads our mes-

sage included opening by 

describing the various foods 

we all enjoy continuing with, 

òFrom farm to table, these 

foods are produced by        

Oregonõs dedicated farmers 

and ranchers. Behind every 
supermarket, grocery store, 

restaurant and dining table, 

there is a farm. Experience 

Oregon agriculture this  

holiday  season. Farming 

and Ranching Keep Oregon 

Growing! Wishing you 

happy holidays from Oregon 

Women for Agriculture! Join 
us! Membership applications 
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
www.owaonline.orgó  

OWA Visits             
Klamath Ag Show          

in December!  

OWA went back to Klamath 

Falls Ag Expo in December. 

Originally held in October 

the previous year, event or-

ganizers decided December 

would be a better time to get 

area farmers and ranchers 

to attend the ag show. At-

tending the December 9th 

and 10th event at the 

Klamath County fa i r 
grounds and representing 

OWA were Arwen and Doug 

McGilvra, and Liz VanLeeu-

wen. Arwen was interviewed 

live on the air by KLAD radio. 

OWA recieved two new mem-

berships while we were in 

Klamath Falls! Pictured be-

low is OWAõs booth.                  

       -Arwen McGilvra  

Volume 43, Issue 1  

January 2012  

Presidentõs       
Corner  

2 

From the Editor  2 

County Reports ð
AITC 2012             

3-4  
 

 

2012 Annual 
Convention          
Registration  

 
8 -9  

OWA Auction 
seeks donations!  

10 -
11  

OWA By Laws        
Proposed 
Changes  

12 -
16  

  
  

 

Whatõs inside:   

Mark your Calendar  

È Northwest Ag Show 

Portland Expo Center 

January 24 -26  

È Celebrate               

Oregonõs Birthday 

February 14th!  

È National FFA Week 

February 18 -25  

È OWA Annual                  

Convention in            

McMinnville               

March 1 -3  

È Celebrate National 

Agriculture Day! 

March 8th     

È Oregon Ag Fest        

Salem Fairgrounds   

April 28 -29            

Pictured is the bus ad that was posted on the tails of        
busses in Portland and Eugene for the month of December.  

The Medium               
is the Message!                      

-Marshall McLuan  



Wow, did 2011 go fast! It has been a year of travel for me. 

This fall I had the terrific opportunity to attend Oregon 

Agriculture in the Classroomõs annual auction for my 

first time. Tami Kerr and her staff put on a very nice din-

ner and auction held in Linn countyõs, Albany. In Novem-
ber, I made it over to the Willamette Valley once again to 

volunteer at OWAõs booth at the annual Willamette Valley 

Ag Expo held at Linn County Expo Center. It is a truly 

rewarding experience volunteering. I love meeting all the 

people and knowing more about their connections to ag-

riculture. I met a couple who relocated to Oregon from 

Germany in the late 1950s. They started in Minnesota, 

but moved to Oregon as they learned Oregonõs climate 

was much more like Germanyõs. They have been here 

ever since. I met children and adults alike. Everyone 

loved the cookies and coffee provided by D&L Chains. We 

hosted that portion as well as the welcome booth.  
 

In December, I had the exciting opportunity to go on an 

agriventure  with my hus-

band seeking farm equip-
ment. We travelled the 

Northwest, with Montana 

our destination! Neither of 

us had ever been there 

and we both fell in love 

with the place. We        

travelled the continental 

divide which was both 

b r e a t h t a k i n g  a n d          

treacherous. From the mountains, to the prairie,         

Montana is primarily beef country and mining. Known as 

the Treasure State, agriculture in the state also includes 

wheat, barley, chickpea, canola, potato, mint and hay 

production. Our AAW president, Karen Yost lives in         
Billings, Montana. We did not get to that location, but 

truly enjoyed our tour through the western half of the 

state. We will return and Yellowstone will also be on that 

agenda! We were lucky to go when the weather was so 

mild as we are experiencing this winter thus far. Roads 

were good, but windy  open spaces prevailed. I look      

forward to more agriventures  in my life ahead!  
 

OWAõs Yamhill County chapter is set to host the 2012 

annual state convention, March 1 -3 at McMenaminõs  

Hotel Oregon in McMinnville. Find agenda and registra-

tion on pages 8 -9. Be sure to register by February 10th.  
 

National Ag Week takes place March 4 -10, 2012 with  

National Ag Day on March 8th this year. Itõs a great time 

to promote agriculture. Discuss it during your local chap-

ter meetings. Develop a theme and work with your local        

media and schools.  
 

I wish everyone a healthy and prosperous new year!  
 

~~Jana Kittredge, Editor  

Happy New Year!!  Wishing you and your family a joyous and safe 2012.  

Well, this is my last article in the Cultivator as president of Oregon 

Women for Agriculture.  I have enjoyed the past two years.  It has been an 

honor to represent and be actively involved in this grassroots organization.  

I want to thank everyone who has been supportive and has volunteered 

their personal time to go on this quest with me.   

As I look back, I see several new projects we have done.  For example, 

going to Klamath Falls to try and recruit new members and bring back 

some previous ones.  Another example is sponsoring a new social media 

workshop so the importance of agriculture can be communicated.  Also, 

we started the new program ñAdopt a Legislatorò.  Plus, we now have a 
new tradition of an annual picnic.  These are just a few of our newest  

adventures.  I still love some of our annual events as well.  I hope they 

remain for years to come including: the fundraising auction, state conven-

tion, and a booth at state fair. 

I would like to thank my executive committee.  They have been working 

hard with the common goal of moving this organization forward and  

keeping it sustainable.   

Marie Bowers has been a superb 1st Vice President.  Whenever I ask for 

assistance or need someone to bounce an idea off of, she is there.  She has 

a lot of enthusiasm for agriculture and has the energy to get new ideas to 

come true.  I am excited to have her as our leader for the next two years. 

Lauren Olson has been a great 2nd Vice President.  Over the last several 

years she has worked to grow our membership.  She has organized a  

membership committee who meets regularly.  And she is working on a 

new membership brochure plus other projects to make our membership 

stable and forever growing.   

Cindy Gilmour has been an outstanding treasurer.  This is a position that 

has tremendous amount of responsibility.  I have never been concerned 

with our finances.  She has kept the books accurate, made sure taxes were 

filed on time, and kept me within our budget.   Her ability to manage the 

budget has been wonderful. 

Linda Grell has done a exceptional job taking over this job as Cindy        

Gilmour  needed to take a leave of absence.  Thank you Linda.  Your hard 

work is appreciated.  You made the transition between treasurers smooth.   

Eunice Goodrich has been recording secretary for several years now.  She 

does a great job of getting the meetings completed and making changes to 

them as necessary.  She is the lady that I can count on to always be there.  

It never fails that if I call her on short notice, she makes a point to be there.  

I also want to thank her for her commitment to Ag Fest.  She has chaired 

this committee for several years and sits on its board representing OWA.   

I know she spends numerous hours making our booth a success.  Also, this 

last year, at State Fair, she was our hero.  I believe she was at the booth 

daily making sure everything was in place.  This was not requested but she 

did it because she knew it had to be done.   

Shireen Malpass has been our corresponding secretary.  She has done a 

great job writing notes, sending cards and communicating the importance 

of agriculture.  Her passion is shown in all of her correspondence. 

I also want to thank all of the chapter presidents for their hard work.  It is 

not an easy task keeping the chapters active and focused on the common 

goal of communicating the importance of agriculture. 

As I close, I encourage everyone to keep up the hard work and keep            

striving to our purpose:   

To educate the public about the importance of agriculture and its 
effects on our economy and to the environment. 

To encourage and support agriculture locally and nationally 
To promote research that will benefit agriculture 

 

        ~Chelle Davis, OWA President   

Presidentõs Corner          From the Editor                 
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Around the State  
MARION/CLACKAMAS  -   Marion/Clackams has  

continued   with representation at the Salem Chamber 

of Commerce. The current project is the annual Ag 

Celebration Dinner at the Salem Conference Center on 

Friday,  January 27th. Join us, Dr. Lowell Catlet from 
New Mexico Universityõs College of Agriculture                            

i s  t h e  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r .     

   We helped with the booth at the Willamette Valley 

Ag Expo in Albany and had several County Members 

attend AAWõs National Convention in November.  

   We have a committee working on the State Fair 

Booth for this summer.  

-Darlene Bryant, President, Marion/Clackamas  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

CENTRAL OREGON - Jessica Hanna called the meeting 

to order.  Those present were: Cindy Duff, Jess Gage, 

Christina Withers, Cathy Bartels, Kristal Cozine and    

Jessica Hanna.  
 

The chapter has raised several funds this year and it was 
decided to donate during the holiday season to help sup-
port our local community. The following organizations 
received monetary donation from COWA. Madras Food 
Bank; Oasis Soup Kitchen; Bethlehem Inn (homeless 
shelter); Full Circle Outreach (provides food, clothing, 
hygiene & paper products, household goods, etc. for the 
homeless & women from domestic violence starting over 
& Job Search Program) ; Shop with a Cop Program (pairs 
a less fortunate child with a police officer to Christmas 
shop for their family & promote a positive connection 

with law enforcement).  
 

COWA also decided to support the 2012 Summer                     
Agriculture Institute (SAI).  The end of October our chapter 
bade farewell to COWA member, Marie Bowers. She has 
moved out of the area and is joining in with the Linn/
Benton chapter. We wish Marie well and support her as 
our upcoming OWA president.   Our next meeting will be 
Monday, February 6 th  at noon at the Redmond Farm 

Credit Office. Bring your lunch and join us!                                                                                                                           

-Reported by Jana Kittredge, COWA  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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LINN/BENTON  - Linn Benton Women for Ag have had 

a very busy fall and winter.  Several members        

participated in the state fair booth in September.  
 

In September, we also voted that our Points for Profit 

money would be used to "Sponsor a School".  We 

chose Liberty School in Albany with Kristi Miller and 
Dona Coon Co -chairing the activity.  Each month 

every student will be exposed to an Ag Related activity.  

Many events and activities have been planned or have 

already been done, including making pumpkin pies,  

apples for all students,  a bulletin board was done in 

the hall showing where Christmas trees ship to once 

they leave Oregon, and each student was given a small 

Douglas Fir Tree in December that they could take 

home and plant.  Each project comes with a small 

card attached stating the importance of Agriculture 

and listing L/B WFA as the donor.  This appears to be 

a really beneficial project (judging from the reaction of 

the kids and the interest of the teachers) and we are 

hoping it is something we can continue.  Crop ID signs 
are popping up all over the valley now - from last 

year's Points for Profit money.  Keep saving those        

receipts.  
 

L/B held several fundraisers this fall.  We held a  

Coldstone Pie Fundraiser with Mandi Mack selling the 

most pies and winning the prize offered by Coldstone .  

We also had a fundraiser with Dream Dinners with a 

percentage of all sales going back to the chapter.  

Kristi Miller also hosted a Slipada Jewelry party with 

all profits going to the chapter.  Each of these were 

also in the Points for Profit program, so we were able 

to benefit with millions of Points.  
 

Linn Benton also donated items for auction for  Ag in 
the Classroom  and the 

Oregon Farm Bureau.  

November also saw       

several Linn Benton 

members attending the 

n a t i o n a l  A A W           

convention in Kansas, 

with November also be-

ing  the month for our 

fund raiser Christmas 

tree at Fisher Farm and 

Lawn in Tangent and                

Harrisburg - chaired by 

Elisa Chandler.  
 

No December meetings, just Holiday time with our 

families.  January meeting will be election of new          

officers, and February will be our annual meeting.  
 

    -Chris McDowell, President, Linn/Benton  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Nominations Sought for                         

2012 Service to Agriculture Award  

OWA seeks nominations for this 

award, which will be given out  
during the banquet at this yearõs 

annual convention in March. 

Nominations should be for some-

one outside of our organization who has done a 

tremendous service to Oregon agriculture and 

should be sent to thetechchef@gmail.com  For 
more information you may also call Arwen 

McGilvra at 541 -791 -4568.                               

Deadline for nominations February 10th!  

mailto:thetechchef@gmail.com
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POLKñ  The Statesman and our local paper,             
the Itemizer, ran this press release about the PCWA 
Constitutional Essay Contest winner.   

The winner of Polk County Women for Agricultureõs 

first annual Constitutional Essay Contest was an-

nounced at their November meeting at Farrolõs in 

Rickreall. The question presented to Polk County 

high schools students was, òWhich do you think is 

the most important amendment to the Constitution 

in the Bill of Rights, and why?ó Trevor Whitaker, a 
sophomore at Central High School, won with his es-

say on the importance of the Second Amendment, 

which insures that every citizen maintains the right 

to keep and bear arms. As Trevor pointed out, òWhen 

our freedom as citizens is taken away, everything 

meaningful 

about our coun-

try goes with it. . 

. . The second 

amendment ex-

ists not only to 

protect the peo-

ple, but also to 

protect the rest 
of the Bill of 

Rights. Trevor 

won $300 for his 

winning essay.  
 

Erin Pressel, a 

16 -year -old 

home -schooled 

student in Dal-

las, was the second place winner. She chose the first 

amendment as the most important, as did third place 

winner Erica Brown, a senior at Central High School.  
 

The Western Institute for Nature, Resources, Educa-

tion and Policy (WINREP) donated two books on the 
Constitution and the Federalist Papers written by 

Mary E. Webster, South Beach, Oregon, for each of 

the top three winners, as well as a pocket Constitu-

tion for each of the winnerõs history/civics class-

mates.  
 

Polk County Women for Agriculture will sponsor the 

essay contest again next year with a different            

question on the Constitution.  

-Reported by Carol Marx, President, Polk 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Around the State continued...    
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Seed, Soil, Sun 

Chosen AITC 2012 

Literacy Book  

Seed, Soil, Sun , is a 

breath of sunshine and 

this yearõs featured Ore-

gon Agriculture in the 

Classroom (AITC) Liter-

acy Project book. Clearly 

written and beautifully 

photographed, this book 

describes the miracu-

lous process by which air and water combine with 

seeds, soil, and sun to create nearly all the food we 

eat.  
 

 

How the Literacy Project Works  

AITC provides training to volunteers who contact  

local schools and set up time to visit and read to       

students in grades K -4. Volunteers then do a hands -

on activity with student to reinforce the message of 

the book and share their personal connection to     

agriculture.  
 

 

All the materials are free, completely prepared, plus 

classes get to keep a copy of the book. There is no 

cost to volunteers or teachers. Start to finish, the 

program takes 45 minutes.  Reading sessions run 

from March 12 - May 31, 2012 .  
 

 

Last spring, 15,780 students from 30 counties par-

ticipated in the AITC Literacy Project with the help of 

515 funtastic  volunteers. Second grade teacher Julie 

Frediani, of Gresham said, òI love that the ôfield tripõ 
comes to us and builds interest in foods we eat and 

grow in Oregon. ó   

Spring Volunteer Training - AITC staff will be host-

ing a training session for volunteers at this yearõs an-

nual Oregon Women for Agriculture Convention in 

McMinnville.  All members are invited to attend and 

learn more about the project. If you are interested in 

signing up to become a volunteer, visit the AITC web 

site at http://aitc.oregonstat.edu . For more informa-

tion contact Tami Kerr at AITC, (541)737 -8629.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Polk County member, Arlene 
Kovash presents Trevor Whitaker 
1st place award for his entry to 
PCWA first annual contest.  

Happy New Year! In ancient times, the celebration of the 
new year was first observed in ancient Babylon about 4000 
years ago. In the years around 2000 BC, the Babylonian New 

Year began with the first New Moon (actually the first           
visible crescent) after the Vernal Equinox (first day of 
ÓÐÒÉÎÇɊȢ  .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ $ÁÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄÅÓÔ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ                 

holiday in history. 

Find OWA convention, auction and state 
board meeting information on our website  

www.owaonline.org  

http://aitc.oregonstat.edu/
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OWA at 2011 AAW Convention  

I wish to thank Oregon Women for  Agri-

culture for the scholarship that allowed 

me to attend the American Agri -Women 

national convention in  Wichita this past 

November. As one of the convention 

speakers I was able to teach a workshop 
about social media to a full room of 

about 40 women, and cover all the con-

vention happenings on twitter and Face-

book. During my workshop I reviewed 

Facebook privacy    settings, doing a live 

privacy check on an audience volunteer. 

We also did hands on tweeting to get 

more comfortable with using twitter. As 

we went along participants were able to 

fill out a social media scavenger hunt to 

help them increase their knowledge and 

connections on several different social 

media sites. It can be found at http://

t h e t e c h -
chef .wordpress.com/2011/11/10/

a a w 2 0 1 1 - s o c i a l - m e d i a - s c a v e n g e r - h u n t /  

 

The Kansas Agri -Women put on an excellent conven-

tion, with many excellent speakers covering everything 

from water policy, to leadership skills, to marketing 

ideas. Plus there was time to network and gain ideas 

from other members and sister organizations. A real 

emphasis on being an agvocate (ag -advocate) was part 

of this year convention and the topic of many conver-

sations. Speaker Crystal Young of Crystal Cattle 

(http://www.crystalcattle.blogspot.com/ ) encouraged 

us to set goals for sharing agriculture via social media 

and then share them with each other. Dr. Jay Lehr 
dispelled myths about human caused global warming 

and alternate energy, and shared a video of how he 

took the message of fertilizer to the streets of San 

Fransisco (you can find the video on youtube under 

the title "Meet Dr. Jay Lehr".) Judge Tommy Webb had 

the whole audience in tears as he talked about being 

adopted from Korea and how his adoptive mother 

taught him about being a leader by caring for people. 

Speaker Kyle Bauer, of KFRM Radio, had the crowd in 

stitches (laughing as hard as we could) as he changed 

persona several times on stage to show us that per-

cept ions do count  in communicat ions.  

 

OWA made it possible for me to both teach and learn 
at the 2011 convention. I feel like my leadership skills, 

and confidence increased and my idea bank got a 

large deposit. Thank you again for choosing to support 

my trip to Wichita.  

 

-Arwen McGilvra  
AAW/OWA Social MediaChair  

 

Pictured: OWA delegates at                                        

2011 AAW Convention, Witchita, Kansas  

OWA at Northwest Ag Show, Portland Expo 
Center, January 24 -26: Seeking Volunteers!  

Oregon Women for Agriculture will have quite a      

presence at this yearõs Northwest Ag Show, January   

24 - 26 at the Portland Expo Center.   OWA is                                          

presenting a social media workshop on Tuesday                     

to select participants.    
 

On Wednesday, January 25th OWA is co -sponsoring 

with  Oregonõs Agribusiness Council key note speaker,        

Michele Payn -Knoper.   Michele will be speaking on 

òChampioning Agriculture -Leveraging the Trust In-

vested in Farmers " from 1 PM to 3 PM.   All OWA 

members are invited and encouraged to attend.    
 

Oregon Women for Ag will have a booth at the show all 

three days.  Volunteers are needed to man the booth.   

A sign up will be on google docs shortly and link will be 

emailed out and available on OWAõs facebook page.  

Please let Marie Bowers know if you have any questions 
or would like to volunteer at the OWA booth, 

(541)914.0613 or mariehbowers@gmail.com                

Check out Michele Payn-+ÎÏÐÅÒȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ  

http://www.causematters.com  

Michele works to connect the farm gate to             
consumer plate through programs in agricultural 
advocacy, social media strategy, the translation 

of farm to food and grassroots marketing.  

http://thetechchef.wordpress.com/2011/11/10/aaw2011-social-media-scavenger-hunt/
http://thetechchef.wordpress.com/2011/11/10/aaw2011-social-media-scavenger-hunt/
http://thetechchef.wordpress.com/2011/11/10/aaw2011-social-media-scavenger-hunt/
http://thetechchef.wordpress.com/2011/11/10/aaw2011-social-media-scavenger-hunt/
http://www.crystalcattle.blogspot.com/


OWA at Polk County ñOregonõs Hidden Pearl! 
    
Did you Know...?  
OWA State Board Upcoming Meetings!  
The January 20th state board meeting hosted by 

Marion/Clackamas will be held at the Farm         

Service Agency office which is located at                   

650  Hawthorne Ave SE, Suite 130, Salem.  

Their office is located downstairs from Northwest 

Farm Credit Services. Take Exit #253, Detroit off 

of I -5.  The office is located just north of Costco.  
 

The February 17th state board meeting hosted by 

Polk County will be held Room 167 -A, Oregon  

Capitol Building, Salem, Oregon . Room 167 -A is 

located in the west end of the first floor.   Enter the 

main entrance and turn right before you reach the 

visitor's kiosk.   Or just ask at the visitor's kiosk.  

Oregon Women for Agriculture        

2012 Executive Officer Nominations:   

President - Marie Bowers 

 First Vice President - Open 

  Corresponding Secretary -                          

 Arwen McGilvra 

Assistant Corresponding Secretary - 

Shireen Malpass 

The Agriculture Council of America calls on 

9th to 12th grade students to submit an 
original, 450 -word essay or a two -minute 

video essay about the importance of agricul-
ture. This year's theme is "American Agricul-
ture: Feeding the      Future, Filling the Gaps"  

and the deadline is Feb. 1, 2012. The prize 
for both the winning essay and video is 

$1000. For more info, visit agday.org .  

-from Oregon Farm Bureau News  

Please note the upcoming 2012 State Board meeting       

schedule. All meetings will be held on the 3rd Friday of 

the month, 9am -noon and locations will be announced.  

January 20, 2012 -  Marion/Clackamas  

February 17, 2012 -  Polk @ State Capitol, Room 167 -A 

2012 State Convention hosted by   Yamhill in               

McMinnville, March 1 -3. Plan to attend!  

April 13, 2012 - Linn/Benton  

May 18, 2012 - Lane  

June 15, 2012 - Central Oregon  

July 20, 2012 - Marion/Clackamas; this 

meeting is 7am - 9am  

August 17, 2012 - Polk; this meeting is 

7am - 9am  

September 14, 2012 - Yamhill  

October 19, 2012 - Linn/Benton       

November 16, 2012 - Lane  

December 14, 2012 - TBD                             

This symbol is the QR code for 
American AgriWomen. Smart 
phone users can use it to go          

directly to the Flickr  set/folder of 
pictures from AAW national               

convention. To see pictures from 
the AAW convention in Wichita, 
scan this QR Code on your smart 

phone to go to Flickr , where a set is available.  (QR is 
short for Quick Response and the code can be ac-

cessed using a  QR Code scanning app on your phone.) 
Otherwise, to see the pictures, go online 

to http://tinyurl.com/co3k2e5 .    
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2012 OWA Auction  

Committee Meetings  

Monday, January 16th, 6pm                          
Phoenix Inn, Albany  

Monday, February 13th, 6pm                      
Phoenix Inn, Albany  

Monday, April 2nd, 6pm                                 
Betty Jo Smithôs home 

�2�U�H�J�R�Q�·�V���0�L�Q�L�P�X�P���:�D�J�H����������
increases                                      

January 1, 2012 to 

$8.80 per hour! 

http://agday.org
http://tinyurl.com/co3k2e5

