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Jess Schiller

The 44th annual American Agri-Women’s
Convention was a huge success. For the
first time in over a decade, Oregon played
host to a variety of members of the agriculture sector.
The first day started with meetings and
field tours. Stop one was OSU North Willamette Research & Extension Center
located in Aurora, OR on 160 acres. They
have several test plots to research yields,
varieties, water usage and pest control.
Following that was the Northwest Hazelnut Company. Oregon grows approximately 4% of the world's hazelnut production. PRESSCO (Pacific Rim Exports Straw
Service Company) was the third stop. Approximately 30 years ago when legislation to ban field burning in the Willamette Valley began, PressCo LLC was created to bale, press and ship grass seed straw overseas for dairies to add in
as roughage with feed. Two years ago it was purchased by two of our OWA members Shelly Boshart Davis and Macey
Wessels. The day wrapped up with a catered dinner at Scenic Valley Farms outside of Gervais, Oregon.
Day two included a full day of speakers. Founding member Mary Holzapfel gave a brief history on the beginning of
OWA and Kansas Agri-Women presented Rose Tryon from California an American Agri-Women quilt made by Wanda
Kinney. The quilt replaced one that Rose lost in the Paradise fire a year ago. She had bought it at a silent auction for
AAW. The day was finished up with video presentations of the FarmHer episode featuring OWA members Shelly
Boshart Davis and Macey Wessels and drone footage of AAW members harvesting.
Continued on Page 6

President’s Corner President, Helle Ruddenklau
First off, let me say thank you to the team from OWA, led by Debbie Crocker,
who helped put on a great AAW convention. I have had numerous comments
from women from other states who enjoyed themselves in Oregon. Well done
everyone! I was also happy to see so many members from Oregon attend. I
think the discounts we were able to offer our own members worked out well.

Upcoming State
Board Meetings

We had our state board meeting the week after convention, and the following
Monday, Tami Kerr and Diann Washburn put on the Legislative training. I was
able to attend part of it, and they did a fantastic job. Hopefully we will have a
different training later this winter possibly covering Wordpress and
Mailchimp. Putting on short trainings is one of the ways we can serve our
members. If you have a technical skill you would like to share with other members, please contact me.

Annual meeting
at Convention,
February
28th & 29th.

By the time you get this newsletter, we will hopefully have sold the 128 Pendleton blankets needed to be able to order all 250 of them. What a wonderful
project. I’m so happy with the final design which Katie Glaser, Betty Jo Smith
and Vicki Bowers came up with. The reason for the 128 blankets is as follows:
128 blankets presold @ $250 = $32,000. We can then use the $6,000 we have
for state projects to bring our available funds up to $38,000. It will cost us
$38,050 to have 250 blankets made ($1,800 for the design plus 250 blankets
@ $145 each). Therefore, if we can pre-sell 128 blankets plus use the funds
from the state project budget line, these blankets will not impact our budget
at all. Once we have purchased the blankets, we will then have the remaining
122 blankets available to sell at a profit and to donate over time to other
events.
Last year we helped welcome people to the Northwest Ag Show which is now
held at the Salem Fairgrounds. We participated again this year on January
15th and 16th.
This will be the last President’s Corner I write. I would like to thank the membership for being willing to accept some changes the last couple of years. I
still think it is imperative that OWA looks ahead to find our path for the future.
This organization enjoys a special place within Oregon agriculture, and has
achieved great things in our first 50 years. I’m excited to see which direction
our young leaders will take us in the future.
I hope you have enjoyed a Merry Christmas and I wish you all the best for the
new year!

March 20th, 9 am
Central Oregon

We stand at 304 members as of
today. Welcome to these new
members!
September
Katie Smith – Eastern Oregon
Stephani Lougher – Yamhill
October
Laura Lehman – Yamhill
Joan Mason Ruud –
Marion/Clackamas
Jennifer Molan –
Marion/Clackamas
Caylin Barter –
Marion/Clackamas

The nominating committee is happy to present the following slate of
ofﬁcers for election at the annual meeting on Feb. 29th.

November
Cathy Bartels – Central Oregon
April Givens – Lane
Maren Davis – Yamhill
Vicki Lefﬂer – Linn/Benton
Nicole Bonnell – Lane
Jami Cate – Linn/Benton
Tara Malinen – At Large

If you are interested in serving as 1st Vice President, please contact
your county president or Helle Ruddenklau at
ruddenkl@viclink.com or 503-932-0558.

December
Shawna Andrews –
Marion/Clackamas
Ba Robbins – At Large

Nominations for Ofﬁcers:

President: Mallory Phelan
1st Vice President: Open
Corresponding Secretary: Jessica Locke.
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The Cultivator is published four times a
year as a service to our members,
advertisers and donors.
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advertising contact
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jes.schiller@gmail.com • 541.376.5052
69937 Schiller Dr. • Echo, OR 97826
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The 20th day of
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and December

Oregon Women for Agriculture • 1969-2020

OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the
entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of food, feed,
fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a major source of income
and capital for reinvestment.
OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and resources that produce
safe, high quality food and other products for America and the world resulting in profitable
operations that improve the land and environment for future generations.

OWA Purpose:

Follow OWA on Twitter
twitter.com/OWA4AG

• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and dealt with fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.

Oregon Women for Agriculture
State Ofﬁcers

CHAPTER MEETING DATES AND INFORMATION

Find us online at owaonline.org
Like OWA on Facebook at
facebook.com/OWA4AG

President
Helle Ruddenklau
12500 SW Salt Creek Rd.
Amity, OR 97101
503.932.0558
ruddenkl@viclink.com
First Vice-President
Mallory Phelan
2195 Hyacinth St NE #105,
Salem, OR 97301
541.990.9521
mallory@aglink.org
Second Vice-President
Mary Hood
3484 NW Scenic Drive,
Albany, OR 97321
hoodm@columbiabank.com
541.979.2199
Recording Secretary
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121
Salem, OR 97305
503.932.1326
emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com
Corresponding Secretary
Jessica Locke
11725 SW Green Dr.
Culver, OR 97734
541.408.5232
auntjessa@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Tracy Duerst
14446 Riches Rd, SE
Silverton, OR 97381
503.873-8441
djduerst@aol.com

Central Oregon: Please email for dates
and locations
President: Jessica Locke
centraloregon@owaonline.org
541.408.5232
Columbia Gorge: 2nd Tuesday, 5:30pm
The Dalles
President: Cindy Brown
columbiagorge@owaonline.org
541.993.5291
Eastern Oregon: 2nd Tuesday
Locations rotate between Umatilla
& Morrow counties.
President: Josie Miles
easternoregon@owaonline.org
541.705.5799

Marion/Clackamas: 2nd Tuesday, Noon
No meetings in July and August
President: Mallory Phelan
marionclackamas@owaonline.org
541.990.9521

Lane: 1st Friday of Oct, Dec, Feb & April
8:15 am in Junction City
Evening Meetings are in Nov, Jan,
March, May and June
(location and time varies).
President: Mary Howarth
lane@owaonline.org • 541.521.0018
Linn-Benton: 2nd Tuesday, 6pm
No meetings in July or Dec
President: Katie Glaser
linnbenton@owaonline.org
541.936.0688
Polk: 2nd Monday, 11:30
President: Diann Washburn
polk@owaonline.org • 503.370.8092
Yamhill: 3rd Wednesday, 7pm
No meetings in July-Aug & Dec
Citizen's Bank in McMinnville
President: Susie Kreder
yamhill@owaonline.org
503.864.2077

To join OWA, mail application and dues to the address below.
Dues are $45 per year for membership in OWA, AAW and your
county chapter, or as an at large member (where we don’t have
county chapters). See membership form in this issue.

Mail correspondence and payments to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org
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What’s Happening Around the State
Lane County
Greetings from Lane County! On
November 19th we held our 4th
annual Lane County Social and Membership drive at Dorris Ranch in
Springfield. Our event was held in
the barn on Oregon’s oldest working
filbert farm. The evening was spent
meeting new people, enjoying great
food, wine and excellent conversation. We all went around the room
and introduced ourselves. Jessica
Jansen spoke about all the wonderful things Ag in the Classroom
supports and the upcoming book for
our spring literacy project. Marie
Bowers-Stagg gave an insight to our
Legislative committee and we had a
few ladies from Oregon Women in
Timber talk about their organization.
We had 23 attendees (12 members &
11 guests) and have signed up 2 new
members from this event with several
more very excited.
Thank you to all that attended to
support the Lane County Chapter. A
special thank you to our own
member Stefanie Suess for catering
the event with a taco bar and amazing desserts.

Columbia Gorge
The Columbia Gorge chapter held its
annual Fall Social on Wednesday,
November 20 at Spooky’s Pizza in
The Dalles. A relaxed time of fellowship was enjoyed by all. Special
guest, teacher Carol Richie, gave a
presentation about her wonderful
experience attending Summer Ag
Institute on scholarship from the
chapter and the Wasco County Soil &
Water Conservation District. She
described it as “a really awesome
program for teachers to go to” and
said it was like “summer ag camp”.
The chapter will hold its next meeting in January 2020.
Cindy Brown, President

Yamhill County
The Yamhill County chapter was busy
this fall preparing holiday gift boxes
featuring donations from county
farms and producers for our annual
chapter fundraiser. We continued our
partnership with the Newberg and
McMinnville Wilcos again this year to
offer the boxes for sale to the general public. We also had the opportunity to sell the gift boxes at the AAW
National Convention trade show.
The boxes include a new look and a
new item (locally produced jam),
thanks to one of our new members
Laura Lehman. We are not sure how
many boxes went home with out-ofstate attendees, but we hope the

Polk County
Work continues on plans for hosting a Stop the Bleed class in Polk County.
We have joined forces with the Polk County Farm Bureau! The class will be
on Thursday, January 23, 2020 from 8:30 to 9:30 AM at the Polk County
Extension Office, in Dallas. Taught by West Valley Hospital medical personnel, attendees will learn how to stop severe bleeding until EMTs arrive and
specifically how to use a tourniquet, pack wounds and properly apply pressure. Cost is $10 per person and each person completing the class will
receive a kit which includes a tourniquet and basic supplies. Contact Carol
Marx at camarx@aol.com or 503-362-6225, or Arlene Kovash at
kovasha@gmail.com or 503-838-3512 to register.

Moving forward we are already working hard to gather items for the OWA
Auction in April, planning our next
fundraiser and getting volunteers
and schools set up for Ag in the
Classroom.
Lane Chapter has 36 paid members
going into 2020.
Our next meeting will be January 7th
6 pm at Stefanie Monroe’s home
96565 Hulbert Lake Rd Junction City.
Thank you to all the Lane County
Members for your hard work in 2019.
Mary Howarth, President

Putting together the kits at December meeting. Jeree Mulkey, Carol Marx,
Diann Washburn and grandson helper Noah.

On February 1st we will partner with the Dallas FFA Alumni with the annual
Hearts and Wine Banquet.
Diann Washburn, President
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What’s Happening Around the State
Virginia
Kutsch,
Carrie
JacksonCorrado, Betty Jo
Smith, Kristi Miller,
Cheryl Ray, and
Katie Boshart Glaser
decorating a tree for
Pape.

effort contributed to spreading the
bounty of Oregon to some other
states.
Our chapter was well represented at
the AAW Convention, and those in
attendance enjoyed the opportunity
to meet members from other state
affiliate organizations. We are very
thankful to those OWA members
who worked to make the event a
great success.
A couple of folks from our chapter
worked the OWA Willamette Valley
Ag Expo booth, and several
attended the OWA/Oregon Women
in Timber Legislative Training
Session. We enjoyed meeting the
passionate women from the Oregon
Women in Timber and appreciate
the efforts of all involved to teach us
how to further advocate for agriculture with our legislature.
The fall also brought our County four
new members: Laura Lehman,
Stephani Lougher, Maren Davis, and
Sheradan Hill. Please help us
welcome our new members as you
see them at various events.

Linn-Benton
In October we had our meeting at Debbie Crocker’s house. It was so fun
seeing Debbie’s finished remodel of their beautiful farm house.
Our November meeting was held at Carrie Jackson-Corrado’s House.
Ladies went early to help make Christmas tree ornaments for the fundraiser
we do with Pape.
December we don’t have a meeting but instead we decorate a Christmas
tree for Pape at both their Tangent and Harrisburg locations. This year our
theme in Tangent was the fishing industry. Like every year, Carrie did an
amazing job coming up with beautiful ornaments, mostly handmade.
Thanks to Jessica Jansen for creating the Oregon’s Fishing Industry poster
with facts about that industry.
Katie Boshart Glaser, President

Tara J. Jackson, Vice President

Successful Legislative Training
Tami Kerr

Thanks to the 20 members
of OWA and Oregon
Women in Timber (OWIT)
that participated in our
inaugural legislative orientation during Legislative
Days in November. The
networking
with
each
other, learning about the
legislative process, sitting
in on hearings, touring the
Capitol and meeting with elected officials made for a full and productive day. Your engagement and enthusiasm were
much appreciated!
Special thanks to Diann Washburn and Jill Bell with OWIT for their help to organize a fun and successful event.
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American Agri-Women Convention
On
the
third
From
page
1 day, attendees got to hear from speakers.
Dr. Kevin Folta, a University of Florida professor and
nationally recognized expert on biotechnology; Jane
Kirkpatrick, an Oregon author who writes stories based
on lives of historical women; and Sharon Lacey, a motivational humorist and author.
Dr. Folta was presented with the 2019 American
Agri-Women’s Veritas Award. The Veritas award is the
highest award given by AAW to a non-member.
The grand finale was a President's Reception and Banquet. Agriculturalists from all over the country that
attended had a chance to connect and network before
going their separate ways the following day.
Dr. Kevin Folta chatting with founding member
Mary Holzapfel
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Oregon Ag in the Classroom
Back-to-Agriculture in the Classroom
“The Girl who thought in Pictures” Selected as 2020 Literacy
Project Featured Book
This year’s featured book tells the story of renowned
animal scientist, Dr. Temple Grandin and her innovative
contributions to animal agriculture. This remarkable story
follows Temple’s life as she navigates through school and
the complexities of life with autism. This book allows us
the opportunity to celebrate the diversity in students and
encourages all of us to pursue our dreams using our own
talents and abilities.
How the Literacy Project Works
Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom provides training to volunteers who
contact local schools and set up time to visit and read to students in grades
K-4. Volunteers then do a hands-on activity with students to reinforce the
message of the book and share their personal connection to agriculture.
All the materials are free, completely prepared for volunteers and each
classroom receives a copy of the book. There is no cost to volunteers or
teachers. Start to finish, the program takes 30-45 minutes. Reading
sessions start any time after March 1st through the end of the school year!
Last spring, with the help of 766 volunteers, the project
reached 20,866 students in 796 classrooms across the
state.
Spring Volunteer Training - AITC staff will host a training session for volunteers at this year’s annual Oregon
Women for Agriculture Convention. All members are
invited to attend and learn more about the project. If
you are interested in signing up to become a volunteer,
visit the AITC website, give us a call or send Brittany
Capell or myself an email. Videos and volunteer instruction information will be posted by mid-February!
Jessica Jansen, Executive Director
Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu
541-737-8629
Brittany Capell, Education Programs Coordinator
Brittany.Capell@oregonstate.edu
541-737-1318

January 2018
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Oregon Women for Ag Legacies
A Tribute to our Members

Betty Jo Smith and Contributors

Linn/Benton Chapter and Oregon Women for Agriculture lost two members in 2019.
Doris Margaret Bierly passed away July 13, three days short of her 100th birthday on July
16. Doris was a loyal member and donated many afghans to our OWA Auctions.
Doris’s community activities included teaching Sunday School classes at 1st Presbyterian
Church at Brownsville, leading 4H cooking and sewing clubs, helping with precinct
voting duties and being active in the Brownsville Garden Club.
In Doris’s later years, she was best known for her walk up the butte south of Brownsville
where she grew up and around the Albany Mennonite Village. On her 80th, 85th, 90th,
and 95th birthdays she climbed the butte with a few friends or relatives. On her 100th
birthday a flight was arranged by the Mennonite Home and she, her granddaughter
Kajsa, and a newspaper reporter were piloted over the butte. This 100th birthday flight
was her first plane ride ever.

Doris Margaret Bierly July
16, 1916 - July 13, 2019

Sheila Diane Parker, Born August 10, 1942 passed away July 8, 2019. Diane was a very
talented, artistic and creative person.
She was involved in so many OWA projects; Both county and state fairs, activity books
including Max the Cat, desiging the art work for watermelon sweatshirts, Christmas
Tree themes and beautiful paintings for the auctions. We will miss Diane’s willing and
creative talents.

Sheila Diane Parker
August 10, 1942- July 8, 2019

Over the years, she enjoyed the piano, oil-painting, mural-painting, sewing, and quilting. She also taught piano to many local kids. Most local residents in Central Linn
County know Diane, and have had the chance to enjoy or help with the numerous art
projects she was involved in over the past 50 years!
Diane spent her early adulthood in the Halsey area, where she was the field-burning
coordinator for the Halsey-Shedd Fire District for many years.
She later moved to the Albany area with husband, Roger Koos. She worked for many
years as a bookkeeper for several area businesses.

Wear OWA with Pride
Where Ever You Go!
Order your OWA branded logo
wear
online
stores.inksoft.com/oregon_wo
men_for_agriculture/shop/hom
e.
Postage from Hood River will
be $10 or you can pick up your
items in Hood River. Please
allow 2 weeks for delivery.
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TEXT photos to
Jessica Jansen for
the website!
971-832-2096

Commemorative Pendleton Blanket
Katie Glaser

Celebrating 50 years

Oregon Women for Agriculture is excited
to offer this custom-designed 64” x 72”
Pendleton blanket to members and friends of
Oregon Women for Agriculture.

This custom blanket is a beautiful representation
of Oregon agriculture and celebrates the diversity and bounty of our state.
OWA will be purchasing the blankets in a group
after the first 128 blankets are sold to ensure we
raise enough to cover the cost of the order. As of
the beginning of January we are at 75 blankets
sold.
Please, share this with family and friends. This
blanket would be perfect as a birthday or wedding gift.
Do you have an auction you donate to every
year? This blanket would be a great auction
donation.
You can mail in this order form or you can go to
the OWA website and order online,
owaonline.org/
product/custom-pendleton-blanket.
See page 13 for order form.

Dr. Kevin Folta Receives 2019 American
Agri-Women’s Veritas Award
Press Release

(Tigard, Ore.) American Agri-Women (AAW) presented
Dr. Kevin Folta of Florida the Veritas award at their recent
convention in Tigard, Oregon. Dr. Folta is a professor of
horticulture at the University of Florida, where he has a
distinguished career in strawberry genetics.
The Veritas award is the highest award given by AAW to
a non-member. It is given annually to a person who has
given public witness to “the pursuit of truth” in accordance with the principles enunciated in the AAW statement of philosophy, “The Call to Power.” Dr. Folta is a
respected expert in training scientists, farmers and others
in natural resources in how to communicate about agricultural innovations with a curious and concerned public.
Pat Yeagle, AAW Veritas committee chair, Dr. Kevin Folta,
Arwen McGilvra, Oregon Women for Agriculture

He is a regular guest on popular podcasts, including
Continued on Page 12
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Auction News
We will host our 33rd annual
fundraiser “Oregon Agriculture: Cultivating the Future” on
Saturday, April 18th, 2020. The
funds raised by this auction
provide funding for all our
activities through the year.
The success of the auction is
because of the members and
volunteers who work together
to make it happen. Remember,
as a member you collect the
donations.
Examples
of
successful items are: fishing or
hunting trips, wine tastings,
homemade goods, tickets to
sporting events or concerts,
art, crafts, gift certificates etc.
Please collect donation items
early and get completed donation forms back to us preferably
by
email
to
emily.duerst@northwestfcs.co
m, by fax to 541- 491-1502, or
by mail to OWA, 630 NW
Hickory Street Suite 120 PMB
50, Albany, OR 97321. A fillable
and printable donation form
can be found on our website.

2/4

Feb. 10th, 6:30
Auction Meeting

Grain Station,
Monmouth

Time to collect donations for the 2020 OWA Auction

Debbie Crocker

Last year OWA members did a fantastic job collecting donations! It is because of you that our auction was a success.
It does help when you collect donations early and send your donation forms to Emily Duerst
emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com, especially oral auction items. If you want a list of items you collected last year or if you
have any questions please contact Debbie Crocker dcrocker@99w.us.

Donation Forms are Avaliable Online at owaonline.org/auction/
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...Dr. Kevin Folta Receives Veritas Award
From page 9

Skeptics Guide to the Universe, Talk Nerdy with Cara
Santa Maria, and the Joe Rogan Experience. Dr. Folta
also frequently writes for popular media, and runs his
weekly podcast Talking Biotech. These communications
conduits serve to spread an important message about
sustainably feeding a planet—all technologies must be
considered, and innovation only moves to application
with communication. He is especially known as an effective proponent of genetic engineering.
During a presentation to the convention attendees Dr.
Folta encouraged the group to seek common ground in
conversations with those who may be cautious or skepti-

cal of genetic engineering or other agricultural tools.
In 2016 he was recognized with the prestigious CAST
Borlaug Award in Agricultural Communications. He was
recognized in 2007 as an HHMI Distinguished Mentor of
Undergraduate Research, 2008 with the NSF CAREER
Award, in 2009 with the Northern Illinois University
“LA&S Top 50 Graduates”, the 2010 UFRF Research
Professor Award, and in 2013 was one of two faculty
recognized with the UF Postdoctoral Mentoring Award.
In 2017 he was recognized with the American Society of
Plant Biologists Excellence in Public Service Award. The
Veritas award is the latest award in a distinguished career
in science and communication.

Upcoming Events
Feb. 3rd Start of short
legislative session
Feb. 6th Timber Unity,
Speakers 10 am at the
Capitol, Salem
Feb. 10th OWA Auction Meeting, 6:30 pm Grain
Station, Monmouth
Feb. 22nd Oregon Small Farms
Conference, Corvallis
Feb. 27th, Sigma Alpha
Professional Symposium,
6 - 8 pm, Corvallis
Feb. 27 - 29th,
OWA State Convention
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March 9th, OWA Auction
meeting, 6:30 pm Grain
Station, Monmouth
March 20th State Board
Meeting, Central Oregon
March 23rd, auction donation
deadline & meeting if needed
April 3rd 5th AAW Mid-Year, Phoenix
April 10th State Board
Meeting, Polk County
April 18th, OWA Auction
Linn County Fair
and Expo Center

Crops make up 63% of ag production
value in Oregon

Winter 2020 13

32nd Annual Auction & Dinner • Saturday, April 20, 2019 • Linn County Fair & Expo Center
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Receive The
Cultivator by email
only

(no printed copy) Contact Mary Hood at:

hoodm@columbiabank.com

Get out there! Contact your local business
about supporting OWA

Receive
The Cultivator by
email only
(no printed copy)
Contact Mary Hood at:
hoodm@columbiabank.com

Make checks payable to Oregon Women for Ag (OWA)
630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50 Albany, Oregon 97321
Contact Jess for sizes and advertising information jes.schiller@gmail.com
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630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
www.owaonline.org

$500 Thornton FFA

Scholarships

