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Making an Impact 
at Ag Fest
By Mallory Phelan

For more than three decades the 
event, which has grown to draw 
more than 20,000 people over two 
days, has been held in Salem at 
the state fairgrounds. Since the 
fairgrounds were being used as a 
mass vaccination site for Covid-19, 
the event found a home for this 
year at the Clackamas County Event 
Center in Canby. Also new this year? 
It was completely drive-thru, as 
the typical way of gathering was 
restricted by the state guidelines and 
the Governor's Executive Order.

The event also started a day earlier 
than usual. Once the gates were 
opened on Friday, April 23rd, 
carloads of people were greeted by 
masked FFA State Officers or Oregon 
Dairy Princess Ambassadors, and 
some even got to see Betty the Berry 
mascot or Coni-Fir the timber mascot! 

The first display past the greeters 
was OWA's Farmers Feed: Then 
& Now. The display consisted 
of a small card table set for four 
people with plates, glasses, and 
silverware, representing the four 
people a farmer could feed in the 
1930s, along with a tractor from 
the same time period behind 
it. Then, in contrast, a 120 foot 
tablescape set for 155 people, 
representing the number of 
people a farmer fed in 2018, 
with a modern tractor in the 
background. 

Following the OWA display, cars 
passed a dozen crop ID signs 
ranging from wheat to cherries. 
As the course wound around 
the event center, guests saw 

Oregon Ag Fest moved to a new location with a new
format in 2021 and OWA was well represented!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

OWA members Brittany Capell, 
Jessica Jansen, Mallory Phelan, Dona 

Coon, and Helle Ruddenklau after 
setting up the display.
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Reflecting back on my thoughts from 
one year ago, there is a good contrast 
from then to now, thankfully! We 
didn’t know last summer just how 
long the pandemic restrictions 
would be in place, but now we’re 
seeing things moving forward as 
vaccination rates increase and case 
counts drop across the state. As an 
organization, OWA has started to get 
back to participating in events, not 
exactly how they have been in the 
past, but interacting with supporters 
and consumers in new ways to tell 
the story of today’s agriculture.

Our state organization was able to 
participate at an event for the first 
time in more than a year, thanks 
to the hard work of everyone who 
made Oregon Ag Fest’s drive-
thru event happen at its for-this-
year-only location in Canby! A 
huge thanks to Dona Coon, who 
envisioned the Farmers Feed: Then 
& Now contrasting display that 
opened up the drive-thru event. 
We had a small table with plates, 
glasses, and silverware for four 
people representing the number of 
mouths a farmer fed in the 1930s 
accompanied by a tractor of similar 
era. Then, a visually impactful 120 
feet of tables set with 155 plates, 
glasses, and sets of silverware with 
a modern tractor in the background 
really illustrated the growth in 
efficiency of the American farmer. 
Continuing through the event, 
attendees drove past a dozen crop 
ID signs, thanks to Dona and Helle 
Ruddenklau. Finally, thanks to 
Macey Wessels and Marie Bowers 
there were two truck wraps on 
display toward the end of the 
event, reminding everyone that 

almost everything starts on a farm 
or ranch. It was so rewarding to see 
people excited about what they 
were seeing, reading, learning, and 
hearing as they drove through the 
event!

Another big win for us since the 
last edition of The Cultivator? We 
held our first virtual auction and 
raised more than $66,000 thanks 
to generous sponsors, donors, and 
bidders! Of course this could not 
have been pulled off without so 
many people, including my co-chair 
Helle Ruddenklau and the entire 
Auction Committee. We learned a 
lot and are very hopeful to move 
the event back to the Linn County 
Fairgrounds, in person, in 2022!

Something I’ve thoroughly enjoyed 
this spring is hearing about all 
the projects chapters are getting 
done, despite the circumstances. 
OWA members volunteered to read 
books virtually in classrooms, held 
membership socials in person, and 
planned projects/events for their 
local communities. The involvement 
of our members at a chapter level 
is exciting to see as the economy 
emerges from the pandemic.

Finally, as we head into harvest 
and the busiest time of all - please 
remember to slow down. Whether 
it’s while driving equipment or 
being caught behind a combine 
on a country road, your patience 
can save a life. Slowing down can 
also come in the form of taking 
care of yourself mentally. Harvest 
can feel never ending, frustrating, 
disappointing, and stressful. It’s 
so important to step back, slow 

down, and breathe. It’s cliche but 
it’s true. Even if you’re not someone 
involved in harvesting any crops 
this year, it’s still a good reminder to 
slow down. I know I can always be 
reminded to be present in the now - 
not worrying about what is to come. 

Wishing you all a safe and productive 
harvest this year!

MALLORY PHELAN
STATE PRESIDENT

OWA WELCOMED 6 NEW 
MEMBERS DURING THE LAST 

QUARTER. WE ARE EXCITED TO 
HAVE THESE WOMEN IN THE 

ORGANIZATION!

~MALLORY

COLUMBIA GORGE
Gabrielle Homer

Lisa Greene
Ashlyn Neperud

EASTERN OREGON
Carol Allison

LINN-BENTON
Kjer Kizer

MARION CLACKAMAS
Sophia Duerst

The President's Corner
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Chapter Meetings

CENTRAL OREGON
Jessica Locke

auntjessa@hotmail.com
541.408.5232

COLUMBIA GORGE
Cindy Brown

cindy.brown@oregonstate.edu
541.993.5291

EASTERN OREGON
Josie Miles

josie.miles@northwestfcs.com
541.705.5799

LANE
Sarah Puls

sawade@hotmail.com
541.729.5034

LINN-BENTON
Mary Hood

hoodm@columbiabank.com
541.979.2199

MARION CLACKAMAS
Lauren Olson

lauren.olson@countryfinancial.com
503.931.7200 

POLK
Diann Washburn

diann@ofsonline.org
503.917.9205

YAMHILL
Tara Jackson

tjackson@water-law.com
(503) 281-4100

Due to the ever changing circumstances we are facing, please contact your chapter president for the most up 
to date information on upcoming chapter meetings. 

displays of farm and logging 
equipment, cows, sheep, chickens, 
goats, and more. 

Toward the end of the event, there 
were OWA truck wraps on display 
stating "Everything Starts on a Farm 
or Ranch."

The OWA display would not have 
been possible without the help and 
vision of Dona Coon from the Linn-
Benton chapter. Dona also teamed 
up with Helle Ruddenklau to make 
sure crop signs and holders made a 
visual statement. Finally, the truck 
wraps were on display thanks to 
Macey Wessels and Marie Bowers. 
Thank you everyone who made the 
modified Oregon Ag Fest event a 
success this year, reaching more than 
6,000 people!

Are you interested in volunteering at the OWA State Fair booth?
Email polk@owaonline.com for more information!

A goat kid being fed at Oregon 
Ag Fest, with drive-thru 

attendees able to observe in 
the background. 

LOOKING FOR STATE 
BOARD MEETING 

LOCATIONS

As we move to in person 
meetings, we would like 

to do a hybrid option 
where we meet in person, 
but also have the ability 

for people to join in 
remotely. If you have a 
space to accommodate, 

please reach out to 
Mallory at president@

owaonline.org

mailto:auntjessa%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:cindy.brown%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
mailto:josie.miles%40northwestfcs.com?subject=
mailto:sawade%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:hoodm%40columbiabank.com?subject=
mailto:lauren.olson%40countryfinancial.com?subject=
mailto:diann%40ofsonline.org?subject=
mailto:tjackson%40water-law.com?subject=
mailto:polk%40owaonline.com?subject=
mailto:Mallory%20at%20president%40owaonline.org?subject=
mailto:Mallory%20at%20president%40owaonline.org?subject=
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COLUMBIA GORGE

The Columbia Gorge chapter held 
its first in-person meetings March 16 
at the Bargeway Pub in The Dalles 
and May 19 outdoors at Sorosis 
Park, also in The Dalles. The chapter 
was a sponsor of the North Central 
Livestock Association “Bull Tour” 
on April 16, and several chapter 
members attended the livestock 
and ranch tour. No high school 
scholarship will be awarded this year, 
but a local teacher has been selected 
for a scholarship to attend Summer 
Ag Institute: Jennifer Scotland, who 
is a 6th-8th grade science teacher at 
Mosier Community School in Wasco 
County. This scholarship is jointly 
sponsored by the Wasco County Soil 
and Water Conservation District. 
The chapter is planning to do a 
fruit cobbler and ice cream social 
fundraiser in August at the Dufur Car 
Show.

Cindy Brown
Columbia Gorge Chapter President

LANE

The Lane County chapter is now 
offering a $500 Scholarship to a Lane 
County FFA chapter. The application 
will be sent out to advisors and set 
up on the OWA website, under our 
chapter page.

June 5th, we held our annual 
fundraiser at the Function 4 Junction 
show and shine. We sold root beer 

floats and held a raffle 
for an OWA Pendleton 
blanket. It was a fun time 
and nice to see a lot of 
people out and about 

again. We made a profit of over $800 
in a little over 5 hours. Thank you to 
all the volunteers and a special thank 
you to Lochmead for supplying the 
award-winning ice cream.

Our chapter’s new slate of officers 
became official on June 13th at our 
annual end of year BBQ.  We are lucky 
to have Sarah Puls as President, 
Crystal Freeman as Vice President, 
Marketing & Social Media, Loretta 
Pearce as Treasurer, and Jessica 
Anderson as Secretary. Thank you 
Kelsy Pimm for your time as Secretary 
and we wish you well with your move 
to the Linn-Benton chapter.   

I want to say “Thank you” to the 
Lane County chapter. It has been an 
amazing two years as your President. 
Thank you, ladies, for guiding me 
and helping me keep our mission 
alive and strong in Lane County. I 
could not have done it without you 
all. I can’t wait to see what’s next for 
our chapter.

We are off for the summer and our 
next chapter meeting will be in 
October.

Happy Harvest from Lane County,

Mary Howarth 
Lane Chapter President

LINN-BENTON
 
The Linn-Benton ladies continue our 
meetings in-person, with a Zoom 

option. For our June meeting, we met 
at Carino’s in Albany and enjoyed a 
fantastic dinner and great company 
before getting down to business. 
Our Activity/Coloring Book is headed 
out to farm stands and markets 
throughout our counties. Our 
scholarship committee announced 
the winners of our 2021 scholarships. 
This year we awarded five $600 
awards. We will invite our winners 
to our meeting in August so they can 
share information about themselves 
with our group. We continue to 
discuss the situation with AAW and 
we are in full support of the actions 
taken by our state board regarding 
disaffiliation. Tami Kerr provided 
a legislative update and the need 
for education and involvement in 
light of the on-going attacks against 
agriculture. IP13 is very concerning 
to us and is likely to get onto the 
ballot in November 2022. Summer 
Ag Institute will be happening soon, 
and we have members who are 
hosting teachers and attending the 
SAI Appreciation Dinner. We are lucky 
to live right in the heart of so many 
ag education related opportunities 
and we are also very lucky to have 
so many members who are active 
and engaged. Thank you to everyone 
who has volunteered in some form 
or fashion to help promote OWA’s 
mission.  
 
My President’s Project continues to 
move forward. Thanks to Northwest 
Hazelnut/George Packing, we were 
able to get 3,000 3 ounce candy 
coated hazelnut bags to be used by 
the Albany Visitors Association. Part 
of them will go to the Seattle Farmers 
Market to promote the Willamette 
Valley as part of a Travel Oregon 
segment. The others will be given 
away to visitors to our area as the AVA 

What’s Happening 
Around the State?
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educates them about ‘all those trees 
planted everywhere’. The second 
phase of my President’s Project 
revolves around designing a grass 
seed bi-fold card full of information 
and facts in a very easy to read format. 
We will include pictures too. The AVA 
will then attach a small baggie of grass 
seed to each card and will give those 
away to visitors or those stopping 
by their booths at many different 
county events. I am excited for this 
project and the chance for LBWA 
and OWA to be involved. I encourage 
other chapters to contact their local 
visitor’s association and see what 
projects you can put together.
 
Our chapter won’t meet during July, 
but will be ready to go again in August 
with a meeting at Peoria Road Farm 
Market. Hope to see you all then! 
 
Stay safe and well,

Mary Hood
Linn-Benton Chapter President

MARION-CLACKAMAS

This month Marion Clackamas 
rounded out our last meeting before 
the summer season with an in person 
social at Ankeny Vineyard in South 
Salem, hosted by Mallory Phelan. We 
had a great time getting to know some 
new members and chatting together 
over delicious wine and appetizers. It 

was so fun to be together in person 
again!
 
Marion Clackamas chapter also 
finished its annual Oregon Trail 
Farm Guide, which connects local 
customers with farm stands and 
fresh produce. Check out www.
oregontrailfarms.com to download 
the guide and check out what’s 
available in the Willamette Valley!
 
We take a break from our monthly 
meetings until September when we 
hope to be able to meet in person 
again and start our monthly farm 
tours. 

We look forward to a productive 
summer season and wish everyone a 
happy and safe summer!

Lauren Olson
Marion-Clackamas Chapter President

POLK

Our chapter has been able to meet 
regularly over the last few months, 
in-person! We are waiting to hear 
if we can have a booth at the Polk 
County Fair. Vendors are not allowed 
this year, but we may be able to put 
together an unmanned table with 
information about agriculture. The 
fair runs from August 12th to the 
14th. We will also participate in the 
Livestock Association Youth Auction, 
if it is allowed. 

Our chapter is also tasked with 
organizing the OWA booth at the 
State Fair later this summer. We have 
contacted the Linn-Benton OWA 
chapter to get their notes from when 
they hosted the booth in 2019 and 
to see if we can use their display. We 
plan to use the Pendleton blanket 
instead of the quilt used last time, 
update the trivia questions, and make 
changes to meet Covid restrictions. 
We will send out information as soon 
as we can. The dates are August 27th 
to September 6th. 

We are planning a fun membership 
drive meeting with a target date 
of September 18th. We will find a 
fun place where people can have 
dessert and visit. We plan to have a 
short presentation about OWA and 
our chapter activities and will invite 
other OWA chapters and Polk County 
ag organizations. Watch for more 
details later this summer!

Our meetings are held on the second 
Monday of each month at Rock n 
Rogers in Rickreall, from 11:30 to 1:00 
PM. Please feel welcome to join us!

Diann Washburn,
Polk Chapter President

Welcome goodies for the newest 
members of the Oregon State Sigma 
Alpha chapter, put together by the 

Linn-Benton chapter.

OWA Name Badge Price

The cost of name badges has increased 
from $11.50 to $13.50. Please make 
note of this for any future orders. 
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Legislative Committee Update

As you read this, the 2021 Legislative 
Session should be wrapped up or in 
its final days. Thanks to everyone 
for your engagement during the 
session - for testifying, for submitting 
written testimony, and for contacting 
your elected officials to voice your 
concerns and support for various 
bills. Being engaged is the only way to 
influence change. We must continue 
to be engaged, to stand up for our 
beliefs and for our natural resource 
businesses. 

Over the last three months, the OWA 
Legislative Committee has signed 
on to support and oppose state and 
federal legislation. Highlights are 
listed below. Some bills we opposed, 
like a bill that would have taxed red 
dyed diesel, died quickly. The rest are 
still alive. 

On the federal level, OWA 
supported Western Water Coalition 
Congressional requests and requests 
for an investment in research. As 
Congress continues to negotiate a 
federal infrastructure package, we 
asked them to prioritize significant 

investments, at least $40 billion, 
for agricultural climate research, 
agricultural innovation, and 
agricultural research infrastructure. 

At the State level, OWA signed 
onto support HB 3173 – relating 
to support of County Fairs. A recent 
economic study by Oregon State 
University estimated that fairgrounds 
generated an economic footprint of 
approximately $52 million in output, 
$28 million in value-added income, 
and 867 full-and part-time jobs. HB 
3173 will eliminate an old funding 
cap put in place years ago and 
provide an additional investment of 
approximately $165,000 per county 
per year. The bill also funds a much-
needed capital infrastructure study 
so that we can make sure fairgrounds 
are ready for events and more 
importantly, emergency disaster 
response.

OWA continues to support the 
OSU Statewides. Thanks to Helle 
Ruddenklau for testifying in support 
of the OSU Statewides. 

OWA continues to oppose the Ag 
Overtime Bills – HB 2358 and SB 
616. 

OWA signed on in support of OFS Bill 
– HB 3249 – Relating to research on 
alternatives to chlorpyrifos. Thanks 
to Kathy Hadley for submitting 
testimony in support of the bill. 

Finally, the OWA executive team 
and the Legislative committee 
unanimously agreed to oppose IP 
13. The Capital Press editorial called 
it a ridiculous petition that must be 
taken seriously. They further stated: 
This petition is an assault on food 
production, and on Oregon’s farmers, 
ranchers and fishermen. Animal 
abuse is already illegal in Oregon. 
This petition would make artificial 
insemination a sex crime; virtually 
end commercial livestock, dairy 
production and animal slaughter; 
and criminalize hunting, fishing and 
pest control.

Marion/Clackamas – Dianne Wood
Lane County – Marie Bowers Stagg and Jenny Hitner
Linn-Benton – Shelbie Coon 
Polk – Diann Washburn and Kathy Hadley
Yamhill – Tara Jackson and Maren Davis
At Large – Abby Fitts 
Executive Committee Representative – Helle Ruddenklau 

Open Positions for Central Oregon, Eastern Oregon, and the Columbia 
Gorge 
Decisions are often time sensitive. Committee members need to be responsive 
and decisive. Different points of view are welcome, however, decisions must 
be based on OWA’s Approved Policy Positions. 

By Tami Kerr, Chair, Linn-Benton

One example of a generously donated 
auction item with wine and various 

Harry and David's products. 
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2021 OWA Auction Recap  
By Helle Ruddenklau

The online OWA auction was a 
success. We had a net income of just 
over $61,000, which was well beyond 
our expectations. More than half of 
that came from direct sponsorships 
by organizations and individuals 
who support us. It reinforces how 
well OWA is thought of and that the 
industry supports the work we do.

We decided to have fewer items, as 
we didn’t want too many pages for 
bidders to go through. While that 
limited the scope of the auction, it 
made it simple for our 152 bidders.

The auction culminated with a 
half hour Facebook Live talking 
about some of the projects we do. 
We also held the drawing for the 
OWA Pendleton Blanket, which 
was won by Margaret Henderson. 

Congratulations! 33 raffle tickets 
were purchased at $25 each, so that 
particular blanket brought in $825.

I want to thank the auction committee 
who stepped up into unfamiliar roles 
and made it work. I especially want 
to thank our President, Mallory 
Phelan, for co-chairing this year’s 
auction. She had experience doing 
an online auction with AgLink, and 
that experience was invaluable for 
us. However, we had many members 
take on extra responsibilities without 
hesitation or complaint. This auction 
again brought to the forefront what 
makes OWA so outstanding. We work 
together and get things done!

Mark your calendars to join us in 
person at the Linn County Fair and 
Expo Center on April 16, 2022.

Thank You to Our Platinum Sponsors!

OWA could not 
achieve our mission 

without the help 
of our sponsors. 
49 businesses and 

organizations 
generously gave to 
our Greater Giving 

fund. Please refer to 
page 9 to see the list 

of Bronze, Silver, and 
Gold sponsors. 

Thank you to all those 
who gave!
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Chapter Scholarships

HeilAnna Abbot

Kim OrtizMaddie  Neuschwander

Gracie KrahnLoyal RusselBurns IV

The Linn-Benton Chapter offers several scholarships 
every year, one category for agriculture majors from 
Linn or Benton County high schools and one category 
for children or grandchildren of a Linn-Benton Women 
for Agriculture member in any major. Scholarships are 
due each year in the spring, check back in early 2022 for 
the application.

Congratulations to our 2021 recipients!

By Jessica Jansen

LINN-BENTON

COLUMBIA GORGE

No high school scholarship will be awarded this year, but a 
local teacher has been selected for a scholarship to attend 
Summer Ag Institute:  Jennifer Scotland, who is a 6th-8th 
grade science teacher at Mosier Community School in 
Wasco County.  This scholarship is jointly sponsored by 
the Wasco County Soil and Water Conservation District.

By Cindy Brown

OWA Member Directories

The updated directories will 
emailed to members. Be on the 
lookout for that coming soon! 
If you don't use email and are 
in need of a hard copy, please 
contact Michelle Carmony at 

(503) 407-2041.
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GOLD
Columbia Bank

F&B Farms and Nursery, LLC
Farmland Tractor Supply, Inc.

Ioka Farms, Inc.
Integrated Seed Growers, LLC

International Seed Service, Inc.
Mike & Virginia Kutsch 

Oak Park Farms
Oregon Women in Timber

Power Chevrolet
Wilbur-Ellis Company LLC

Wilco Farmers

SILVER 
Autumn Seed

Boshart Trucking
Carquest of Junction City

C & L Farms
Doerfler Farms

Duckwall-Pooley Fruit Co.
Frank Lumber Company, Inc.

James & Kelli Rice
Lane County Farm Bureau

Lewis Seed 
McKee Family Farms

Multnomah County Farm Bureau
National Frozen Foods Corp
Natural Plant Products, Inc

Oregon Grass Seed Bargaining 
Association

Turf Merchants, Inc.
Willamette Community Bank

BRONZE
Ag West Supply - Rickreall 

Benton County Farm Bureau
Burns-Hale Livestock
Coleman Agriculture

Das Farm, Inc.
Jenks Hatchery, Inc.

Lochmead Farms, Inc.
Manning Farms

Ruddenklau Farms
Schroeder Law Offices, P.C.

Trans Ag, Inc.

AUCTION SPONSORS

elizabeth Hanson

Morgan Orem

Ashley Durning

The Eastern Chapter of Oregon 
Women for Agriculture has awarded 
its 2021 scholarships to three 
outstanding students who are 
pursuing Agricultural degrees.  
These scholarships support the next 
generation of Women in Agriculture.
 
Elizabeth Hanson from La Grande 
won the first place scholarship of 
$1000.  Elizabeth plans to major in 
Business and Agricultural Sciences 
at Eastern Oregon University/Oregon 
State University.
 
Ashley Durning from Pilot Rock was 
the second place winner and awarded 
a scholarship of $750.  Ashley plans 
to major in Agricultural Education 
Master’s Program at Oregon State 
University.
 
Morgan Orem from Heppner was 
the third place winner and awarded 
a scholarship of $500.  Morgan has 
plans to study Agricultural Sciences 
at either Texas A&M University or 
Oklahoma State University.

The Eastern Chapter of Oregon 
Women for Agriculture is a non-profit 
organization made up of individuals 
from all walks of life who realize 
the importance of agriculture.  We 
work together to communicate the 
story of today’s agriculture.  This is 
the third year the group has been 
able to award scholarships.  They 
are possible through the group’s 
fundraising efforts with the Echo 
Sage Trail 5K/10K Run.  The run is the 
only fall Eastern Oregon Trail Race!  
For more information please go to 
www.echosagetrailrun.com.

EASTERN

By Josie Miles

Scholarships Continued

http://
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During the OWA annual meeting 
in February, members voted to 
include a student membership 
option, in addition to the Active 
and Honorary designations 
previously offered. This 
membership is available to 
students 25 and under and will 
be $30, rather than $45. Student 
members will have the same 
voting rights as active members. 
The membership form on page 14 
now includes the student option. 

Share it with those students in 
your life who would like to help 
communicate the story of today’s 
agriculture by joining OWA!

Student
Membership

OWA Photo Contest
By Kristi Miller

Do you enjoy taking pictures 
of your farm, animals, and 
crops?

Then OWA has a photo contest for 
you that is running now through 
November 1st, 2021. There are small 
prizes for the top three ag related 
photos received. One photo per 
person please. Images should be a 
high quality jpg, 1600 x 1200 pixels or 
larger. 
    
We will pick winners and the top 
photo will be mounted on canvas 
and sold as an item in the 2022 
OWA Auction. We will also display 
honorable mentions at the auction. 
Pictures entered become property of 
OWA.

Email your entries to Kristi Miller 
at millerk@dswebnet.com. Along 
with the photo, please include your 
name, address, and a description 
of the photo (name of crop, animal, 
equipment, etc.) Contact Kristi Miller 
with questions.

Chelle grew up in Shedd and was the 
6th generation on her family’s farm.  
She and her husband, Jeff, have two 
children and two dogs. Chelle is a vice 
president and manages the Lebanon 
Branch of Citizens Bank. She is also 
a commercial lender who specializes 
in agricultural lending, but does 
various other types of lending as 
well. She has been in banking since 
graduating from college.  
 
Her Oregon Women for Agriculture 
passion has been on-going since 
2004. Prior to becoming a member, 
Chelle’s mom, Becky Owen, was 
active in the organization dating back 
to the mid 80’s. Since signing up with 

the Linn-Benton chapter 
over 17 years ago, Chelle 
has been active at both 
the chapter and state 
level. She has served 

as president of the LB 
chapter and president for the state 
from 2008 – 2010. After serving as 
State President, she decided to take 
a break and focus on her family and 
career for a few years. Even during 
her break, she kept supporting 
the organization by attending the 
annual auction and then eventually 
volunteering to do the hosting 
duties for the event. Recently, she 
became even more involved when 
she took over the treasurer position 
for LB. She is excited to become 
active again and enjoys seeing how 
the organization has evolved and 
continues to promote and educate 
the general public about the 

importance of agriculture. 

In Chelle’s spare time, she volunteers. 
She has been active in Soroptimist 
International of Albany where she 
has been treasurer and president of 
the organization. She has actively 
served on several volunteer Board 
of Directors, which have included 
Lebanon Chamber of Commerce, 
Oregon Seed Growers League, and 
Agricultural Research Foundation. 
 
When time allows, Chelle likes to 
scrapbook, watch movies, watch 
her daughter play softball, listen 
to her son play music, or watch 
him participate in plays at the local 
theatre.

Member Spotlight
By Mary Hood

CHELLE DAVIS

mailto:millerk%40dswebnet.com?subject=


THE CULTIVATOR • SUMMER 2021 11

Talk About Trees continues 
to provide 30-minute online, 
interactive, engaging lessons on 
tree identification, forest health, 
renewability, careers, and more. 
In person lessons for small groups 
outdoors are also offered in socially 
distanced environments. As schools 
have opened this spring, teachers 
have been requesting the program. 
Since July, we have presented to 
about 23,000 participants. With 
more of the state starting to open, 
we are hopeful for next year to be a 
more normal school year.  

Unfortunately, our funding is in 
question for next year, due to 
legislation to reduce the Oregon 
Forest Resources Institute’s budget. 
OFRI funds 2/3rds of our TAT budget, 
so without OFRI we will be more 
limited on how many programs we 
can provide, going into the future. 
OFRI is our timber commodity 
commission. They support many 
natural resource programs and do 
a great job educating the public on 
forestry. 

Coni Fir made her first appearance 
at Ag Fest in April, at the Clackamas 
County Fairgrounds in Canby. 
OWIT provided a logging display to 
represent timber and Coni passed 
out packets at the entrance. The 
display was equipment provided 
by Triad Machinery and a loaded 
log truck of salvaged logs with 
reforestation messaged boards 
displayed. Coni also sold her spring 
edition of Coni-Fir Connections in 
May. The educational kits taught 
information about what trees need 

to grow.

Several chapters have activities 
going on throughout the state. 
OWIT’s Union County chapter held 
their Ag & Timber Parade on May 
21st and plans to hold their annual 
fundraiser golf tournament on July 
17th at the La Grande Country Club. 
The Coos Chapter will have a booth 
at the Blooms & Butterflies Festival 
in Elton on June 19th and the 
Douglas Chapter has a fun Lavender 
Wreath Workshop planned in 
Roseburg on June 29th. Several 
chapters will be at their local fairs 
this summer too!

For more information on OWIT and 
TAT please visit OWIT’s website at 
www.orwit.org on Facebook and 
Instagram. 

Have a great summer!

Diann Washburn,
OWIT State Treasurer

American Agri-Women Update
By Mallory Phelan

As an affiliate of American Agri-
Women, OWA has still chosen not 
to send in dues for nearly all of our 
members to AAW. The OWA Board of 
Directors is still unconfident in the 
functioning of the AAW executive 
officer team and the financial 
review process. Without a response 
to our letters of concern, OWA has 
disaffiliated from the national 
organization, as of July 5, 2021.

The AAW National Convention 
that was planned to be a cruise, 

leaving from New Orleans and set 
for November 6-11th, has been 
canceled, as the Planning Committee 
has resigned. There is a new group of 
women who have decided to plan 
the annual Convention. The new 
dates and location are November 11-
14th in Phoenix, Arizona. Visit AAW's 
website for more information.

The plates and glasses used for the OWA Ag Fest 
table display are available for use at county fairs. If 
you are interested in using them, reach out to Dona 

Coon for availability and scheduling. 
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Upcoming OWA State Board Meetings

Contact info@owaonline.org to request a Zoom link for each meeting

JULY 16TH AT 9 AM - LOCATION TBA
AUGUST 20TH AT 9 AM - LOCATION TBA

SEPTEMBER 17th AT 9 AM - LOCATION TBA

mailto:info%40owaonline.org?subject=
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Seeking: 
Member 
Spotlights
Do you know of an OWA member who 
deserves to be highlighted in The 
Cultivator? Every quarter there will 
be space to shine a light on members 
who are representing OWA in an 
outstanding way, doing great things 
in their communities, or otherwise 
deserve to have attention shown to 
their accomplishments. 

If you have someone in mind, please 
send an article on the member to 
jordyn.coon@gmail.com, along with 
a photo. 

Have you renewed your OWA 
membership this year?

 IF NOT, USE THE FORM ON THE NEXT PAGE 
OR VISIT THE OWA WEBSITE 

(OWAONLINE.ORG) AND CLICK "JOIN" TO BE 
DIRECTED TO THE  MEMBERSHIP FORM.

WATCH YOUR EMAIL FOR AN INVOICE.

MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONS? EMAIL 
MEMBERS@OWAONLINE.ORG

Above: Lane Chapter members at their annual end of year 
BBQ. 

Right: Lane members running their booth, selling root beer 
floats at the Function 4 Junction. This is their chapter's 
annual fundraiser. 

mailto:jordyn.coon%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:members%40owaonline.org?subject=
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OWA Membership Form

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone: 

Email: 

County:

New Member Renewal 

I would  like to receive The Cultivator and AAW Voice 
by:

Both email and postPostal MailEmail

Ag Expo/Ag Fest
Auction
Conventions
Education*
Legislative*
Membership*

Marketing/PR
Promotional Items*
Scholarships
School/Farm Tours
Social Media/Website*
State Fair Booth

Please indicate any areas of interest:

* Denotes standing committee

DUES ARE $45 PER YEAR 
$30 FOR STUDENT MEMBERSHIP

March 1, 2021 to February 28, 2022

Make checks payable to:
 Oregon Women for Agriculture

Mail to: 630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50 
Albany, Oregon 97321

Student

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone: 

Email: 

Make checks payable to:
 Oregon Women for Agriculture

Mail to: 630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50 
Albany, Oregon 97321

Pendelton Blanket Order

QUANTITY                                   TOTAL $

Signature

Date

THE PENDLETON BLANKET 
FUNDRAISER HAS COME TO A CLOSE, 

AS ALL THE BLANKETS HAVE SOLD 
OUT.

THANK YOU ALL FOR SUPPORTING 
THIS FUNDRAISER AND 50TH 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION SO WELL!
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OREGON WOMEN FOR AGRICULTURE • 1969-2020
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the 

entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of 
food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a 

major source of income and capital for reinvestment.

OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and resources 
that produce safe, high quality food and other products for America and 

the world resulting in profitable operations that improve the land and 
environment for future generations.

OWA PURPOSE
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the 

importance of agriculture.
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the 

importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture. 
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and 

dealt with fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.

The Cultivator is published four times per year as a service to our members, 
advertisers, and donors. To submit information or interest in advertising, 
contact: 

Jordyn Coon, Editor
jordyn.coon@gmail.com 

 541.231.6370
 

TO GUARANTEE YOUR SUBMISSION BE INCLUDED, PLEASE SUBMIT 
CONTENT BY: THE 15TH OF MARCH, JUNE, SEPTEMBER, AND DECEMBER

OREGON WOMEN FOR 
AGRICULTURE

STATE OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Mallory Phelan

2195 Hyacinth St. NE #105
Salem, OR 97301

mallory@aglink.org
541.990.9521

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Mary Hood

3484 NW Scenic Dr.
Albany, OR 97321

hoodm@columbiabank.com
541.979.2199

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Michelle Carmony

39925 SE Fish Hatchery Rd
Sandy OR 97055

echovrbeef@aol.com
503.407.2041

RECORDING SECRETARY
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121

Salem, OR 97305
emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com

503.932.1326

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Jessica Hanna Locke
11725 SW Green Dr. 

Culver, OR 97734
auntjessa@hotmail.com

541.408.5232

TREASURER
Tracy Duerst

14446 Riches Rd SE
Silverton, OR 97381
djduerst@aol.com

503.873.8441

PAST PRESIDENT
Helle Ruddenklau

12500 SW Salt Creek Rd
Amity, OR 97101

ruddenkl@viclink.com
503.932.0558

mailto:jordyn.coon%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:mallory%40aglink.org?subject=
mailto:hoodm%40columbiabank.com?subject=
mailto:echovrbeef%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:emily.duerst%40northwestfcs.com?subject=
mailto:auntjessa%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:djduerst%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:ruddenkl%40viclink.com?subject=


As farmers across the state are 
harvesting the 2021 crop, we hope 

that you have a safe, abundant, 
and enjoyable harvest season!


