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One hardly ever tours their own 
backyard until hosting family, 
friends, or a convention! On 
February 24th – 26th the Eastern 
Oregon Chapter hosted the OWA 
State Convention for the first 
time since the non-profit’s estab-
lishment in 1969.  

This great convention started off 
Thursday night with a social and 
carnival. Members had the chance to 
finally connect in person and find out 
who was the best at skeeball, corn 
hole, and even Nerf guns. Fun was 
had by all who attended and they 
were treated to an awesome goodie 
bag full of great finds.

The annual budget meeting was held 
Friday morning before the buses were 
loaded up and headed off on a day full 
of tours. The first stop was Threemile 

Canyon Farms and Columbia River 
Dairy where the group got to see the 
farm’s team putting into practice 
their closed-loop farming system. 
This system focuses on utilizing 
the farm’s resources and creating a 
way to increase production with the 
current land base, while balancing 
environmental responsibilities, water 
rights, regulations, and legislation.  

Once back in Boardman, Ordnance 
Brewing was the next stop. The 
farmer-owned and operated 
brewery welcomed our group. They 
shared their vision, outside-the-
box thinking and how they utilized 

their agricultural resources to create 
another market.

Next  up was a driving tour of 
the Port of Morrow. What an eye 
opener! The tour guides took great 
pride in showing the progress of 
their hometown. What started as 
a vision in 1958 has become a first 
class agriculturally focused port. 
The group even got a chance to 
tour an irrigation pumping station 
on the Columbia River. The tour 
finished with a stop at the SAGE 
Center. This interactive center gave 
an opportunity to learn more about 
agriculture, energy production, and 
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Reflection and looking forward 
to our future, together.

I remember when I became First 
VP two years ago, the word COVID 
was in the news, but it hadn’t 
reached American soil yet. As the 
pandemic spread to our shores, 
we had decisions to make, like 
everyone else. What followed was 
an organization that pivoted to 
Zoom meetings, tried a Facebook 
auction, and did things differently 
than ever before. As I reflect on these 
past two years, I am reminded of the 
ladies responsible for the formation 
of OWA and all of our current and 
past members. Collectively, we are 
resilient and adaptive and when we 
put our minds together and push 
forward, nothing can stop us, not 
even a pandemic.  

I   would be remiss to not 
acknowledge an extra special thank 
you to our Past President, Mallory 
Phelan, who had the toughest job 
of all of us. She did an excellent 
job maneuvering OWA through 
these past two years and getting 
us to where we are today, all while 
maintaining an attitude of grace and 
flexibility. Thank you, Mallory, for a 
job well done!  

Looking ahead to the next two years, 
I am thrilled at the opportunity 
to serve as your President – in an 
organization with a great history 
and an even greater purpose. I am 
excited to see what the next two 
years have in store for all of us as 
we work together to communicate 
the story of today’s agriculture. As 
I start my presidency, I ask for your 

help. Reach out and let me 
know things you would 
like to see done within our 
organization. Help me see 
areas where we need to be 
better. Are there projects 
or issues that need our 
attention? Share your 
knowledge, your wisdom, 
and your thoughts with 
me. I need and want to 
hear from you.  

We are busy making final 
preparations for our 
annual dinner and auction 
on April 16th. We’ll be 
back together soon, in 
person, and I know we 
are all looking forward to 
an evening of friendship 
and fun, while supporting 
Oregon agriculture! I hope 
to see you all there!  

For those of you who do not know 
me – a quick introduction: I was born 
in Kentucky, grew up in California, 
and made it to Oregon during 8th 
grade. I started my first real job in 
an entry level banking position in 
1991, fresh out of business college. 
Today I am the Team Leader for 
Columbia Bank’s agricultural 
lending team in Salem and have the 
great privilege of leading the largest 
non-governmental lending team 
in the Pacific Northwest devoted 
entirely to agriculture. I am a wife 
and mother of three amazing kids 
and still call Albany my home.

Finally - thank you to each of you. 
Thank you for your support of OWA 
and Oregon agriculture and for 
your passion and dedication to this 
incredible industry. I wouldn’t want 
to do this job without you and I’m 
so proud of what we will be able 
to accomplish in the coming years, 
working alongside each other in 
support of our mission. Remember, 
we ARE better together!

MARY HOOD
STATE PRESIDENT

president@owaonline.org
541-979-2199

~MARY

The President's Corner

Polk members Molly Mulkey, Arlene 
Kovash, Linda Barnett, and Carol 

Marx at the state convention.

mailto:president%40owaonline.org?subject=
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Chapter Meetings

CENTRAL OREGON
Jessica Locke

auntjessa@hotmail.com
541.408.5232

COLUMBIA GORGE
Cindy Brown

cindy.brown@oregonstate.edu
541.993.5291

EASTERN OREGON
Josie Miles

josie.miles@northwestfcs.com
541.705.5799

LANE
Sarah Puls

sawade@hotmail.com
541.729.5034

LINN-BENTON
Dona Coon

stems@alyrica.net
541.936.0074

MARION CLACKAMAS
Kim Zuber

boniface@wvi.com

POLK
Diann Washburn

diann@ofsonline.org
503.917.9205

YAMHILL
Tara Lomacz

t.lomacz@water-law.com
(503) 281-4100

Due to the ever changing circumstances, please contact your chapter president for the most up to date 
information on upcoming chapter meetings. 

The 2022 auction is coming up in a few 
short days!

Donations should be brought to the 
Linn County Expo Center on April 
15th between 10 am and 4 pm. Drive 
around the back of the fairgrounds to 
get to the roll up doors at the back of 
the building. Remember to bring your 
donation form along with the item 
(the form is available on pg. 13).

Extra help is always welcome on setup 
day, so please stay for a while and 
ask where you can help out. Please 
remember to bring a homemade 
appetizer on the 16th and then stick 
around for a fun evening!

Helle Ruddenkla
2022 Auction Chair

Auction Reminder

AG FEST 
VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED
OWA booth shifts are available on 

4/23 and 4/24 and range from 2.5 to 
3 hours. 

Sign up for a shift by visiting 
owaonline.org -> News & Events 
-> Events Calendar and click the 
Oregon Ag Fest Sign Up Now link 

mailto:auntjessa%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:cindy.brown%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
mailto:josie.miles%40northwestfcs.com?subject=
mailto:sawade%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:stems%40alyrica.net?subject=
mailto:boniface%40wvi.com?subject=
mailto:diann%40ofsonline.org?subject=
mailto:t.lomacz%40water-law.com?subject=
http://owaonline.org
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COLUMBIA GORGE

It has become pretty obvious in the 
past few years that our chapter’s 
membership has decreased, as 
has attendance at meetings and 
participation in events. Our local 
chapter was launched in December 
2013 as a “restart” of the previous 
Hood River chapter and at one point 
we had 25+ members.  
 
In chatting with those who attended 
the March 14, 2022 meeting, life is 
changing for many of us and affecting 
our time/interest in OWA:
 

• Some of us are getting MORE 
involved with other agricultural 
organizations/groups

• Some are getting advanced 
degrees/planning career 
changes/adding “side gigs” or 
businesses

• Some are retiring and wanting 
to simplify their schedules

• Some are having kids and 
finding out how demanding 
parenting and life can be

• Some of us are shifting gears/
priorities in our personal/work 
lives

 
As a result, we decided that our 
Columbia Gorge chapter members 
would like to:
 

• Reduce our chapter’s level of 
activities and programming

• Eliminate in-person 
meetings and simply use 
email

• Focus only on offering a high 
school scholarship, sponsor 
a teacher for Summer Ag 
Institute, and one fund-raiser 
such as the cobbler/ice cream 
event in Dufur

• Individuals may continue as 
paid members of state OWA

 
We understand and agree this means 
our chapter will not be meeting the 
state OWA requirements for receiving 
future chapter funding of $1000 per 
year.
 
Cindy Brown will remain as President 
and head up email communications. 
Deanna Sudan will take over as 
Treasurer and her home address will 
continue to be our chapter’s mailing 
address for correspondence and 
official OWA mail. 

Cindy Brown
Columbia Gorge Chapter President

LANE

Hello from Lane County,

Our chapter is busy helping with 
auction. This year our chapter will be 
hosting the Heads and Tails game and 
we have taken the initiative to bring 
back the Wine Wall! If you have any 
wine you would like to donate to this 
fun game, we will be happy to take 
any bottles we can get! Our chapter 
continues to chair many positions on 
auction committee, including Gold 

Tables and Decorations, in addition 
to the games. This is a fun time of 
year, and we are excited to see how 
successful our 2022 auction will be!

Lane chapter had four members 
attend the OWA State Convention 
this February in Boardman.  Eastern 
Oregon chapter did a great job, and 
we congratulate you on a successful 
event. Lane County will be hosting 
the State Convention in 2023 and we 
have already started brainstorming. 
We look forward to providing an 
amazing experience and showing 
you all that Lane County can offer. 
Stay tuned for more details as the 
planning begins. 

Our chapter continues to grow and 
we are at 46 members strong! After 
auction we will be heading into 
classrooms to participate in Ag in 
the Classroom and trying to reach 
as many students as we can in our 
county. 

Lane chapter has joined forces with 
Oregon Women in Timber and Lane 
Families for Farms and Forests for 
a Q &A session for Lane County 
Commissioner Candidates. This 
event is April 9th at Coburg Grange 
from 10:30-12:30. Our next chapter 
meeting will be April 14th at 6:00 
PM at Olsen Run Winery (32900 
Dimond Hill Rd in Harrisburg).  We 
will be finalizing a few auction details 
and enjoying some great food and 
beverages while supporting a local 
business.

Happy spring 

Sarah Puls
Lane Chapter President

What’s Happening 
Around the State?
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LINN-BENTON

Our chapter would like to publicly 
thank Mary Hood for her service as 
LB President the past two years. Her 
organizational skills, commitment to 
do what needs to be done, and her 
follow through have kept this chapter 
active and effective. The OWA is in 
good hands. We love you Mary!

• Kristi Miller has been faithful in 
working the Zoom option at our 
chapter monthly meetings. 

• Our March meeting was held at 
the home of Kelsy Pimm and 
we had 11 in person and seven 
online participants. 

• Members brought items to 
fill three Easter baskets for 
auction, filled out membership 
forms, and more ideas for 
auction items. Appetizers were 
discussed.

• Barbara Hauge filled us 
in on the LB scholarship 
committee progress and we 
will be awarding $2,000 in 
June.  *The scholarship money 
is from interest on a designated 
account that receives funds 
from donations. 

• Sigma Alpha Scholarship 
applications from the state 
association will be distributed 
through Jessica Jansen.  

• Susan Tempel has completed 
the OWA scrapbooks and has 
everything up to date. We 
will be working on gathering 
photos, articles, and memories 
from across the state to keep 
it current. Debbie Burns is 
heading this up.

• Linn and Benton County Fairs 

were discussed.

• Our spring social will be held 
Tuesday, May 10th and will 
be a potluck. Spouses will 
be included. We are looking 
forward to a fun evening!

• Linn-Benton will set up the 
“One Farmer Feeds…” display 
at Ag Fest.

• The State OWA Board meeting 
will be hosted at Margaret 
Henderson’s home on April 8th 
with a Zoom option.

• Kristi Crawford will host our 
April Meeting at her family’s 
Scottish Pub, The Squeaky 
Cork, in Albany!

Dona Coon
Linn-Benton Chapter President

MARION-CLACKAMAS

In March we had our monthly 
meeting through Zoom to elect new 
officers for President and VP. We 

happily welcome Kim Zuber as our 
new President and Ally Rumpakis 
as our new Vice President. We are 
excited and thankful to continue to 
have Tracy Duerst as our Treasurer 
and Emily Duerst as our Secretary as 
they continue to serve in these roles 
that are so essential to our chapter. 
As we look forward to our group and 
what that looks like for in person and 
Zoom meetings, we are re-evaluating 
the day and time for our monthly 
meetings and will be announcing our 
new schedule soon.
 
This spring we look forward to getting 
back into events like the OWA Auction 
and Ag Fest and will be continuing 
to create the annual Farm Guide for 
another year. New ideas and projects 
are already brewing within our 
chapter and officer team, so we are 
excited for the new leadership and 
future of our chapter!

Lauren Olson
Marion-Clackamas Chapter President

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Polk chapter members work on a patriotic themed quilt to 
donate to the OWA auction. From left: Arlene Kovash, Carol 

Marx, Jeree Mulkey, and Deb Thomas.
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POLK

The   Polk  OWA Chapter has held 
regular meetings this winter. We 
purchased a table and provided 
desserts for the Dallas FFA Alumni’s 
“Hearts and Wine” event in February 
and several chapter members traveled 
to State Convention in Boardman. We 
also got together last week at Jeree 
Mulkey’s house to put together a rag 
quilt with a patriotic theme for the 
annual OWA Auction. 

We have donated $500 to the Polk 
County Fair for improved lighting in 
Building C and made a sponsorship 
donation of $250. We were also 
contacted by 4-H requesting 
donations to support Fair awards. We 
contributed $25 for the Outstanding 
Horticulture Award and $20 for each 
of the seven livestock educational 
poster awards. We also donated $500 
to Summer Ag Institute. 

Future projects include collecting 
donations for the OWA auction, 
planning a membership social later 
this spring, purchasing ‘Get 
Oregonized’ books for local grade 
schools, and organizing a candidate 
event, potentially with another 
natural resource group. We also set 
a goal to send 4-6 letters this year to 
either a legislator or to the local paper. 

A new slate of officers was elected 
at the February 14th meeting. Diann 
Washburn-President, Jeree Mulkey-
Vice President, Arlene Kovash-
Treasurer, and Carol Marx-Secretary. 

Have a wonderful spring!

Diann Washburn
Polk Chapter President

YAMHILL

Happy Spring from Yamhill County! 
We are enjoying the lengthening 
of the days as we have a bit more 
evening light each day.
 
During our January and February 
meeting, we took care of our annual 
housekeeping tasks! Our chapter 
voted to keep the same officers this 
year. I am happy to continue on as 
President with Susie Kreder as Vice 
President, Helle Ruddenklau as 
Treasurer, and Eunice Goodrich as 
Secretary. We will have a new face at 
State board meetings where one of 
our newest members, Stefani Evers, 
will be representing us as a Director.
 
Otherwise, we have been working 
on our contributions to Auction, 
where you will see our members in a 
different role this year as we woman 
the pick-a-prize sales. We are greatly 
looking forward to the return of this 
event in person! 
 
We were happy to have an 
application from Dayton FFA for our 
FFA grant to discuss and award at 
our March meeting, which will fund 
the purchase of official dress items 
for the chapter. We are awaiting our 
April 11th, 2022 deadline for our 
Community College Scholarship 
and hope to have many excellent 
applications to review. Our next 
couple meetings will focus on 
planning this year’s state fair booth.

Tara Lomacz
Yamhill Chapter President

Chapter Updates Continued

Pictured Left: 
Members of the Lane 
chapter pose together 
at the SAGE Center 
during the state 
convention.  

Pictured Right: 
Liz VanLeeuwen of the 
Linn-Benton chapter 
tries her hand at the 
Nerf gun shooting 
game during the state 
convention carnival. 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the other industries located within 
the Port and surrounding regions. 
Tom Demainew from Oregon 
Department of Ag spoke to the group 
about water quality.  

The highlight of Friday’s dinner 
was the guest speaker, Marika 
Sitz. Ms. Sitz is an attorney with an 
emphasis on water law. She shared 
her experiences in the agricultural 
industry and presented Oregon’s 
2021/2022 Policy Updates. Ms. Sitz 
encouraged our group to actively 
follow current House bills and to 
“know your water rights”.

Saturday morning started early with 
‘Ag in the Classroom’ training. Next 
up was the annual state meeting. 
Heather Hampton-Knodle, the 
current American Agri-Women 
President, was a guest speaker at the 
meeting. After a quick break for lunch, 
the convention finished up with Dale 
Carnegie’s Workshop – Leadership 
Tools to Strengthen Relationships.  

This state convention brought Oregon 
Women for Agriculture together, 
giving us the opportunity to discuss 
today’s agricultural challenges while 
having a great time touring local 
farms, ranches, and business.

The Eastern Oregon Chapter would 
like to thank everyone who attended 
and all our wonderful sponsors, 
mentioned on the right. 

Upcoming OWA State Board Meetings
APRIL 8TH AT 9 AM - LINN-BENTON, MARGARET HENDERSON'S HOME

MAY 20TH AT 9 AM - LANE, NW FARM CREDIT, JUNCTION CITY
JUNE 17TH AT 9 AM - YAMHILL, LOCATION TBD

Contact info@owaonline.org to request more info for each meeting

mailto:info%40owaonline.org?subject=
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The annual meeting was held over two different 
mornings during our annual convention in Boardman. 
It is these meetings where the board of directors works 
on the important business matters at hand for the 
statewide organization. We heard committee reports, 
chapter reports, received updates on ongoing projects, 
elected state officers, voted to continue with the 
current contractors for the website, bookkeeping and 
The Cultivator/eblast preparation, and we finalized our 
2022/23 operating budget. We also approved a motion 
to begin the reaffiliation process with American Agri-
Women. 

The meeting concluded with the installation of the state 
officer team by Kristi Miller. The 2022 - 2023 officer team 
consists of

President: Mary Hood from Linn - Benton
First Vice President: Sarah Puls from Lane

2nd Vice President: Michelle Carmony from Marion - 
Clackamas
Treasurer: Tracy Duerst from Marion – Clackamas 
Recording Secretary: Emily Duerst from Marion – 
Clackamas 
Corresponding Secretary: Jessica Locke from Central 
Oregon

For more details, please see the annual meeting minutes 
on the OWA Members Only portion of our website. 

DID YOU KNOW, YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE ON THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO COME TO A MEETING? 
PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING US AT ONE OF OUR 
UPCOMING STATE BOARD MEETINGS!

By Mary Hood

Annual Business Meeting Recap
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The last three months have been 
busy! The OWIT Auction was a 
great success. We had a sellout 
crowd and brought in a little over 
$117,000. We appreciate OWA’s 
support at the auction! All proceeds 
go to our Talk About Trees Forest 
education program. We also had 
a booth the next three days at the 
Oregon Logging Conference and at 
the Future Forestry Workers Career 
Day, which saw over 500 high school 
students from throughout the 
state. Coni Fir made an appearance 
that Saturday during the family 
day event. It was an action-packed 
week with lots of opportunities to 
reconnect with friends and engage 
with the public. 

OWIT will have a booth at the 
Astoria Warrenton Crab, Seafood 

& Wine Festival April 22nd through 
24th at the Clatsop County Fair & 
Expo Center and will also have a 
booth at Oregon Ag Fest that same 
weekend. We will also participate in 
the Starker Lecture Series “Women 
of Forestry: Inspiring Leadership” 
on May 10th at OSU. Another booth 
opportunity was just presented 
to us last weekend for the Great 
Oregon Steam-up at Powerland 
Heritage Park, July 30th & 31st and 
August 6th & 7th. We will be in the 
Pacific Northwest Logging Museum 
in Heller Hall. 

Talk About Trees continues to 
receive requests from teachers for 
forestry programs. As of February 
28th, we have presented to over 
18,000 students. We continue 
to hope that as spring weather 
returns, we can move forward into 
a more normal school year. 

For more information on OWIT and 
TAT please visit OWIT’s website at 
www.orwit.org on Facebook and 
Instagram. 

Thank you,

Diann Washburn,
OWIT State Treasurer

CENTRAL OREGON
Abigail Buckley
Susan Corning 

COLUMBIA GORGE
Sharlene Carney

Trena Gray

EASTERN OREGON
Anna Browne

Erin Lair
Jill Martin

Judy Bracher
Julie Baker

Kattie Pettyjohn
Maya Bamer

Stacie Ekstrom

LANE
Melinda Montgomery

Shanon Goodpasture-Lehr
Shelly Wade 

LINN-BENTON
Allette Hornung

Jen Healy
Linda Crocker

MARION CLACKAMAS
Amanda Johansen

Leah Rue
Liz Schaecher
Tammy Swing

POLK
Mary Lou Gardner

OWA WELCOMED 23 
NEW MEMBERS DURING 
THE LAST QUARTER. WE 

ARE EXCITED TO HAVE 
THESE WOMEN IN THE 

ORGANIZATION!

Have you renewed your Oregon 
Women for Agriculture membership 

this year?
 IF NOT, USE THE FORM ON PAGE 15 OR VISIT THE OWA 
WEBSITE (OWAONLINE.ORG) AND CLICK "JOIN" TO BE 

DIRECTED TO THE  MEMBERSHIP FORM. 

MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONS? EMAIL MEMBERS@OWAONLINE.ORG

http://www.orwit.org
http://owaonline.org
mailto:members%40owaonline.org?subject=
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Oregon Ag Fest Celebrates 35 Years!
By Leah Rue

We are thrilled to have Oregon Ag Fest 
back in person in Salem, OR on April 
23rd and 24th, 2022 at the Oregon 
State Fairgrounds. For 35 years, 
Oregon Ag Fest has been taking over 
the State Fairgrounds to help kids 
learn where their food, fiber, and 
flora come from. 

Our goal is for kids to gain a better 
understanding of the importance 
of agriculture to Oregon’s rural 
landscape, and to emphasize 
that most food starts on a farm 
somewhere. Over 20,000 people 
attend Ag Fest annually to touch, 
taste, and experience the incredible 
world of Oregon Agriculture in a fun-

filled, festive environment. 

All activities are centered around 
locally grown products, which allows
families to celebrate the diversity of 
all the crops grown in Oregon. Some 
activities include planting seedlings, 
riding a pony, watching dog herding 
demonstrations, making Turf 
Buddies and meeting many different 
farm animals in Nosey’s Farm Animal
Neighborhood! There will be plenty 
to do and see at this year’s event. 

Ag Fest draws tourists as well as 
residents from all over the state. To 
experience life on the farm in an
interactive, fun, and festive way, 

head to the Oregon State Fairgrounds 
on Saturday, April 23 from 8:30 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 24, from 
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Children 12 and 
under are admitted for free (parking 
is also free). Admission is $9 for 13
and over. 

We are so grateful for Oregon Women 
for Agriculture's continued support of 
our annual event. Your sponsorship 
helps make this event possible and 
we appreciate all your volunteers at 
your booth in Ag Country. Be on the 
lookout for the signup to volunteer 
at OWA's booth. We hope to see you 
there!

Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom 
Literacy Project 

Now is the time to volunteer! 

This year our literacy project features 
the book, Right This Very Minute: A 
Table-to-Farm Book About Food and 
Farming by Lisl H. Detlefsen, a story 
highlighting the knowledge and 
dedication of farmers providing food 
on our table.

What’s that you say? You’re hungry? 
Right this very minute? Then you 
need a farmer. You have the stories 
of so many right here on your table! 
This book is a celebration of food 
and farming and is sure to inspire 
students to learn more about food 
and farming. 

The time is now 
to participate 
in the project! 
Bring agricultural 
education to 
students in your 
community by 
reaching out to 
your local schools 
or fulfilling one of 
our requests for 
volunteers.

Visit our website (oregonaitc.org/
programs/literacy-project/) to sign-
up or contact Brittany Capell or 
Jessica Jansen.  

~ For more information about the 
program or to sign up to read to a 
classroom contact Brittany Capell, 
Brittany.Capell@oregonstate.edu or 
541-737-1318. 

By Jessica Jansen

An Oregon State Sigma Alpha member reads 
this year’s book to an Albany Kindergarten 

Classroom

http://oregonaitc.org/programs/literacy-project/
http://oregonaitc.org/programs/literacy-project/
mailto:Brittany.Capell%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
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Hi! I’m Lisa Goracke and I’m looking 
forward to serving as the new Vice 
President for the Linn-Benton 
Chapter. I’ve been a member, but 
inactive, with OWA while my three 
kids have been very active in their 
extra-curricular activities. Our last 
kiddo, Cole, is a senior and about 
to graduate from Central Linn High 
School. He will be moving on to 
college in the Fall so it was time for 
me to get involved in groups and 
programs that I feel are important. 
For those reasons, and some strong 
encouragement from Dona Coon, 
here I am!

I grew up on a grass seed operation 
with my parents, Don & Maryanne 

Wirth, in Shedd. I graduated from 
Central Linn HS, attended Eastern 
Oregon University and then 
transferred to Oregon State and 
completed my degree in Crop and 
Soil Science.

My husband, David, and I are now 
actively farming, managing and 
making the day to day decisions on 
the farm. I’m David’s moral support 
and help where I am needed. In the 
summer, I cook and deliver dinner 
for our crew every night during 
harvest and work in the orchard 
most afternoons. I enjoy this role 
very much and our mini dates to 
check fields, move equipment, etc. 
My interests, beyond the family and 

farm, are cooking, gardening and 
quilting.

We have been blessed with three 
kids. Cole, is a senior at CLHS. Our 
daughter, Claira, is a sophomore 
at EOU in La Grande, studying 
Agricultural Science, with a minor 
in Business. Case, our oldest, is 22 
and exploring his many options. 
He is a truck driver, hauling loads 
of hay from Christmas Valley and 
loves it. All three of our kids have 
a love for agricultural and farming. 
We have been working to set an 
easy transition for them to return 
to the family farm, if that is what 
their dreams and desire are.   

My husband and I love and feel 
blessed to be able to farm and raise 
a family here. This is one reason I 
feel it is important to be involved 
and why I am excited to serve as 
the VP for the Linn Benton Chapter.  

Member 
Spotlight

LISA GORACKE
LINN-BENTON

Students work together to build a farm web 
during an Ag in the Classroom visit
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American Agri-Women Reaffiliation
By Mary Hood

Members    attending  the OWA 
business meeting at the annual 
convention were treated to an in-
person update on AAW, thanks to 
current AAW President, Heather 
Hampton Knodle. After her updates, 
a motion was made to reaffiliate 
with AAW. The motion was approved 
by a majority of the members in 
attendance. Dues collected from 
OWA members for their AAW 
membership will be submitted to 

AAW after the start of the upcoming 
AAW membership year, which begins 
09/01/22. Until that time, AAW 
has approved OWA to temporarily 
reaffiliate as a one-vote organization, 
instead of full affiliation where every 
member is entitled to a vote. Full 
reaffiliation will occur on 09/01/22. 
Thanks to all our members who 
were and continue to be part of this 
important discussion.  
 

AAW Mid-Year occurred in March and 
OWA members Sarah Puls, Helle 
Ruddenklau, Emily Duerst, and 
Arlene Kovash were in attendance.  

Upper Left: State Officers Mallory Phelan, Jessica Locke, Emily Duerst, Sarah Puls, and Mary Hood. Upper Right: 
Members Debbie Crocker (left) and Marie Bowers (right) pose with AAW President Heather Hampton Knodle. 

Bottom: Members during the state convention tours. 
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Country Style Auction ’n’ Dinner
Donation Form

Third Saturday in April  Auction begins at 4:30 PM
Linn County Expo Center  Albany, Oregon

Please use separate form for each different item.DEADLINE FOR FORMS IS MARCH 23

OWA Rep:___________________  County:________________  Phone:__________________

Donor _____________________________________________

Mailing Address____________________________________

City________________________________________________

State ______________________Zip_____________________

Phone_____________________________________________

Contact Person_______________Phone________________

E-Mail _____________________________________________   

Email form to (preferred): 

emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com

        Or please mail copy of form to: 

Oregon Women for Agriculture

Attn: Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121

Salem, OR 97305
Receipt will be mailed after event.

OWA Tax #23-7069261 THANK YOU!

Item and Description 

Value $____________________ 

This is a : 

 Gift Certificate 
  provided by:  

OWA 
Donor 

 Physical Item 

 Cash Donation 

 Description _______________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

Oregon Women for Agriculture 

OWA Rep: Please email a copy &
keep a copy to attach to item

for auction drop-off, if applicable.
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OREGON WOMEN FOR AGRICULTURE • 1969-2022
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the 

entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of 
food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a 

major source of income and capital for reinvestment.

OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and resources 
that produce safe, high quality food and other products for America and 

the world resulting in profitable operations that improve the land and 
environment for future generations.

OWA PURPOSE
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the 

importance of agriculture.
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the 

importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture. 
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and 

dealt with fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.

The Cultivator is published four times per year as a service to our members, 
advertisers, and donors. To submit information or interest in advertising, 
contact: 

Jordyn Coon, Editor
jordyn.coon@gmail.com 

 541.231.6370
 

TO GUARANTEE YOUR SUBMISSION BE INCLUDED, PLEASE SUBMIT 
CONTENT BY: THE 15TH OF MARCH, JUNE, SEPTEMBER, AND DECEMBER.

OREGON WOMEN FOR 
AGRICULTURE

STATE OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Mary Hood

3484 NW Scenic Dr.
Albany, OR 97321

hoodm@columbiabank.com
541.979.2199

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Sarah Puls
PO Box 214

Junction City, OR 97448
sawade@hotmail.com

541.729.5034

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Michelle Carmony

39925 SE Fish Hatchery Rd
Sandy, OR 97055

echovrbeef@aol.com
503.407.2041

RECORDING SECRETARY
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121

Salem, OR 97305
emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com

503.932.1326

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Jessica Locke

11725 SW Green Dr. 
Culver, OR 97734

auntjessa@hotmail.com
541.408.5232

TREASURER
Tracy Duerst

14446 Riches Rd SE
Silverton, OR 97381
djduerst@aol.com

503.873.8441

PAST PRESIDENT
Mallory Phelan

2195 Hyacinth St. NE #105
Salem, OR 97301

mallory@aglink.org
541.990.9521

mailto:jordyn.coon%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:hoodm%40columbiabank.com?subject=
mailto:sawade%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:echovrbeef%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:emily.duerst%40northwestfcs.com?subject=
mailto:auntjessa%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:djduerst%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:mallory%40aglink.org?subject=
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OWA Membership Form

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone: 

Email: 

County:

New Member Renewal 

I would  like to receive The Cultivator and AAW Voice 
by:

Both email and postPostal MailEmail

Ag Expo/Ag Fest
Auction
Conventions
Education*
Legislative*
Membership*

Marketing/PR
Promotional Items*
Scholarships
School/Farm Tours
Social Media/Website*
State Fair Booth

Please indicate any areas of interest:

* Denotes standing committee

DUES ARE $45 PER YEAR 
$30 FOR STUDENT MEMBERSHIP

March 1, 2022 to February 28, 2023

Make checks payable to:
 Oregon Women for Agriculture

Mail to: 630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50 
Albany, Oregon 97321

Student

Seeking: Member 
Spotlights
Do you know of an OWA member who deserves to 
be highlighted in The Cultivator? Every quarter there 
will be space to shine a light on members who are 
representing OWA in an outstanding way, doing great 
things in their communities, or otherwise deserve to 
have attention shown to their accomplishments. 

If you have someone in mind, please send an article 
on the member to 
jordyn.coon@gmail.com, along with a photo. 

OREGON WEST
REAL ESTATE

Licensed in Oregon #811100139
www.oregonwestrealestate.com

C 541 554 6476
 

Cheryl Kinley
Principal Broker, Owner / GRI, SRS

OWA Photo Content
SEND SUBMISSIONS TO  

MILLERK@DSWEBNET.COM 
BY NOVEMBER 1, 2022.

mailto:jordyn.coon%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:millerk%40dswebnet.com%20?subject=



