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The State Fair Returns
By Diane Washburn

Moss with the Oregon Farm Bureau
for providing an informational
handout explaining producer’s
50th Anniversary Pendleton blanket. concerns with water shortages. We
We had over 1,000 raffle entries have 36 cases of water bottles left for
to win. Lots of comments on how future OWA events. Contact diann@
beautiful it was. Audrey Miller was ofsonline.org if you would like some
our lucky winner from Portland.
for your event.

We had great attendance for the OWA
booth at the Oregon State Fair. Many
stopped by to spin the wheel and
answer questions about agriculture.
Activity books, stickers, and pencils
were handed out to children, and
we had chip clips and miscellaneous We distributed 1,152 water bottles
swag for adults.
with the custom label “No Water No
Farm No Food”. Many thanks go out
Lots of folks were interested in the to Mary Anne Cooper and Anne Marie

OWA’s booth also showcased
information about hazelnuts and
mint, including samples! Colleen
Nihen with the Hazelnut Industry
donated individual hazelnut
snacks and information,
along with the Polk County
OWA chapter providing mint
candy to go with a flyer by the
Oregon Mint Commission.
Both
displays
were
interesting and provided
opportunity for OWA to
engage with the public.
Thank you to all the OWA
volunteers that helped in the
booth. It was a great event!
Pictured Left:
"Farmers Feed Display"
set up by the Linn-Benton
chapter.
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BECOME AN OFFICER

New class members have
been announced. Two are
OWA members.

Read about what the
organization has been up to
and looks forward to.

The Eastern Oregon chapter
hosted their annual 5k and
10k run.

Learn how you can join the
State Officer team and lead
the organization.
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The President's Corner
After the hot summer and all around
warm year Oregon has experienced,
I think most everyone was grateful
for the changing of the season,
welcoming autumn in all its forms
of frosty windshields, falling leaves,
and fall field work. My favorite days
of this transition time are the crispy,
cold mornings followed by the
sunshine filled, blue sky afternoons.
I know the skies will eventually turn
to gray for more days than not as we
work towards winter, but for now,
I’m not complaining about needing
to shed clothing from bundled
mornings to warm afternoons when
it seems like Oregon weather shows
us all four seasons in one day.
The toasty warm days of fair season
are past and, thanks to the ladies
in the Polk County chapter, we had
a wonderful booth set up in a new
location during the Oregon State
Fair! It was an area fair-goers had
to walk through to get to floral and
bee exhibits so there was plenty of
foot traffic. The Pendleton blanket
was an attention grabber as well as
many thankful people quenching
their thirst with the No Water No
Farms No Food Water bottles. An
additional thanks to the Linn-Benton
chapter for setting up the visually
impactful Farmers Feed display in
another building complete with 120
feet of tables set with 155 plates,
glasses, and sets of silverware to
illustrate the growth in efficiency of
the American farmer over the last
century.
Next up for our organization?
Planning mode for our 2022 annual
convention in February and our
auction in April. We’re excited and
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hopeful for an in-person annual
convention hosted by the Eastern
Oregon chapter, so watch for a
save the date soon! Along the same
vein, we’re also planning on an inperson auction at the Linn County
Fairgrounds on the third Saturday in
April.
Before those two regular annual
events for our organization happen
next year, we’re looking to create
a new gathering opportunity for
women in and for Oregon’s natural
resource industries. We are in the
beginning stages of planning this
social which will be held in January of
2022 during the Northwest Ag Show
in Salem. Thanks to the generosity
of the Capital Press, we have a
space to gather at no cost. Groups
who have enthusiastically agreed
to participate and promote to their
members in addition to OWA include
Oregon Women in Timber, Oregon
Dairy Women, Oregon Cattlewomen,
and Newport Fishermen’s Wives. In
bringing together the women from
around the state with groups that
have aligned interests with ours, we
hope to enjoy social time meeting
new people as well as opportunities
to learn from one another. We
are still in the planning process
right now and welcome anyone to
join in helping by emailing me at
president@owaonline.org.
As we work into the fall and winter
months with hopeful plans for the
future, I hope you find ways to enjoy
a little down time with your friends
and family - even in a busy time of
year with holidays and what many
refer to as “meeting season.” We
are excited to welcome members

MALLORY PHELAN
STATE PRESIDENT
new and old to continue to create
opportunities for members to benefit
and grow while accomplishing our
mission to work together to share
the story of Oregon agriculture. See
you in 2022 - if not before!
~MALLORY

OWA WELCOMED 7 NEW
MEMBERS DURING THE LAST
QUARTER. WE ARE EXCITED TO
HAVE THESE WOMEN IN THE
ORGANIZATION!
EASTERN OREGON
Mary Chamberlain
LANE
Brenda Thielman
LINN-BENTON
Ali Garwood
Laura Cavill
MARION-CLACKAMAS
Jessica Arnold
Marcia Perry
Rahmana Wiest

REAL Oregon Welcomes New Class
REAL Oregon is an annual
leadership
program
for
professionals in the ag and
natural resource industries.
Members of each year’s class
meet for five sessions across the
state to learn about Oregon’s
fisheries, forestry, ranching, and
other related fields. The program
is designed to further develop
leaders who can represent our
industries to each other, the
public, and the legislature.
Four OWA members participated
in Class 4, held during 2020-2021
- Hedie Schulte and Jordyn Coon
of the Linn-Benton chapter,
Maren Davis of the Yamhill
chapter, and Mallory Lucas of
the Polk chapter.

Pictured:
Members of the Class 4
stand in front of oyster
shells (left) and view a
cranberry bog (below)
during a session on the
southern Oregon coast.

2022, has 22 participants.
Two are members of
OWA - Ali Garwood from
the Linn-Benton chapter
and Mary Chamberlin
from the Eastern Oregon
chapter.

REAL Oregon's 5th class, 2021-

Chapter Meetings
Due to the ever changing circumstances we are facing, please contact your chapter president for the most up
to date information on upcoming chapter meetings.
CENTRAL OREGON
Jessica Locke
auntjessa@hotmail.com
541.408.5232
COLUMBIA GORGE
Cindy Brown
cindy.brown@oregonstate.edu
541.993.5291
EASTERN OREGON
Josie Miles
josie.miles@northwestfcs.com
541.705.5799

LANE
Sarah Puls
sawade@hotmail.com
541.729.5034
LINN-BENTON
Mary Hood
hoodm@columbiabank.com
541.979.2199

MARION CLACKAMAS
Lauren Olson
lauren.olson@countryfinancial.com
503.931.7200
POLK
Diann Washburn
diann@ofsonline.org
503.917.9205
YAMHILL
Tara Jackson
tjackson@water-law.com
(503) 281-4100
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What’s Happening
Around the State?
COLUMBIA GORGE

pumpkin patch (owned and operated
by our Vice President Gina Tyhuis and
her family). The event was utilized as
a recruitment opportunity.

EASTERN OREGON

The Columbia Gorge chapter was
all set to do a cobbler-and-icecream fundraiser at the Dufur Car
Show in mid-August, when it was
unfortunately cancelled several days
prior.

The Eastern OWA chapter has been
busy planning and preparing for our
annual Sage Trail Run fundraiser
event. I want to say a huge thank you
to the members and their families
that found sponsors, cleared trails,
worked the event, and did all the
Chapter member Ashley Thompson things to make this event a success!
was featured on the Oregon State
University
Extension
Service Our annual fall social was held
Facebook page on September 16 October 15th. This event allows us
with the below article and photo:
to get together and enjoy the local

The
upcoming
annual
state
convention is our main focus now. It
will take place February 24th through
26th in Boardman. If you have
any great ideas or requests for the
convention, please feel free to share
your thoughts with our members. We
are very excited to welcome all of you
to our “neck of the woods”. Given the
size of our region, social mandates,
and busy schedules our chapter is
continuing to meet via Zoom. Please
reach out if you ever want to join us,
we would be happy to send you a

Although she grew up in the anthracite coal region
of Pennsylvania, Ashley Thompson is right at home
in the Columbia River Gorge. Ashley, an assistant
professor and OSU Extension tree fruit horticulturalist
for Wasco and Hood River counties, is committed to
improving the sustainability of orchards throughout
the gorge by reducing pesticide and fertilizer use
while maintaining or enhancing crop yield and
quality.
In 2020, Ashley was on a team of Extension educators
who mobilized for the spring harvest season to
keep migrant and seasonal farmworkers safe
during the COVID-19 pandemic. She helped play a
critical role in supporting these workers with food,
quarantine housing, personal protective equipment,
communicating about COVID-19 symptoms, testing,
and prevention.
Comments on the post said “And she truly cares
about her clientele and they sense that and return
it. Lady has a heart of gold!”, “Yay for Ashley”, and
“Great job Ashley”.
Photo by Stephen Ward
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link! We meet the second Thursday
of every month @ 5:30.
Josie Miles
Eastern Oregon Chapter President
LANE

good attendance. For our September
meeting, we met at the home of
long time member Kristi Miller, and
enjoyed a nice dinner and great
company before getting down to
business. September is a slower
month for our chapter as everyone
starts to return to their fall routines.
We had great updates from our
friends the Oregon Dairy Women
about their Red Barn results at the
state fair and then some updates
from AITC about their hopeful
return to the classroom this fall. Our
Activity/Coloring Book continues to
be out at various farm stands and
markets throughout our counties.
We continue to discuss the situation
with AAW and are encouraged by the
recent news regarding a new officer
slate. Tami Kerr provided a legislative
update and the need for education
and involvement in light of the ongoing attacks against agriculture. We
wrapped up with a quick update on
the ‘Farmers Feed’ table at the state
fair which was very visually stunning
and quite popular. At our meeting in
November, we made Christmas tree
decorations for the tree we decorate
for Pape in Tangent – this year’s
theme is ‘nursery’!

The Lane County chapter took a
hiatus for the busy summer, following
the election of our new officers in
June. Our new board of officers
is Sarah Puls, President; Crystal
Freeman, Vice President; Jessica
Anderson, Secretary; and Loretta
Pearce, Treasurer. Each summer
we enjoy helping the Harrisburg
Harvest Festival Association by
volunteering for admissions and
concessions at the annual Harvest
Festival Truck and Tractor Pull. This
year's event saw a record number of
people attend the event and support
for the non-for-profit association.
This event was created to support
and help promote agricultural
sciences and further ag education
in the surrounding communities.
Proceeds from the Harvest Fest go
to local FFA chapters. The Harrisburg
FFA has been the main recipient
of the association's scholarships
and support. More information
about this great community event We are lucky to have so many
can be found here: https://www. members who are active and
harrisburgharvestfestival.org.
engaged – thank you to everyone
who has volunteered and all those
Have a great fall and we hope to see who continue to volunteer on our
you soon at one of our upcoming behalf! We wish you all a little bit of
events.
down time to rest and recharge.
Mary Howarth
Lane Chapter President
LINN-BENTON
The Linn-Benton ladies continue
our meetings in person with a Zoom
option – and we continue to have

Stay safe and well,
Mary Hood
Linn-Benton Chapter President

MARION-CLACKAMAS
We had our first chapter meeting
since breaking for summer in
June on September 14th through
a virtual Zoom meeting. We were
disappointed we could not meet
in person, but wanted to get plans
together for in-person events in
October and November. We met in
person at Bauman Farms on October
12th for a tour from Barb Bauman
of their fall festival and cidery
operations. The tour was followed
by a chapter sponsored lunch. This
was our first in person meeting since
Covid began. In November, we had
a lunch meeting at Ankeny Vineyard
with a farm and winery tour from our
own OWA President, Mallory Phelan.
In October we launched our Fall
OWA Pendleton Blanket Raffle. Many
members supported the raffle last
year and this is a second chance to
win one the beautiful OWA blankets.
More info to come soon to your inbox!
We looked forward to getting back
together this fall and enjoyed having
some fun and educational tours of
different farms in the Willamette
Valley.
Lauren Olson
Marion-Clackamas Chapter President
POLK
Our chapter continued to meet
inperson throughout the summer.
We were not able to have a booth
at the Polk County Fair due to Covid
restrictions. Instead, we focused our
energy on organizing the OWA booth
at the Oregon State Fair.
We also planned a membership social
scheduled on September 18th at
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Chapter Updates Continued
Dancing Oaks Nursery in Monmouth.
We planned to invite local county
influencers and neighboring OWA
chapter members for a fun day in
the nursery. Unfortunately, due to
increased mask mandates and Delta
variant concerns, our group decided
to cancel the event. We plan to
postpone until next spring.
The remainder of the year will be
focused on membership recruitment.
We plan to change our meeting dates
and time to accommodate more
potential members.
Contact diann@ofsonline.org if you
would like to join future meetings.
We welcome your involvement!
Diann Washburn
Polk Chapter President

Tiel Morgan, Butler Creek Elementary in Gresham 6th Grade
Ag in the Classroom Calendar, September Artwork

YAMHILL
We are back from our summer break at the State Fair and were impressed
and enjoyed catching up by Zoom for with the booth Polk County set up.
our September meeting!
We are taking notes as the booth is
our chapter’s responsibility in 2022!
Just before we broke for the summer,
we awarded our 2021 community We have also started planning for our
college scholarship. Please join us annual gift pack fundraiser! As always,
in congratulating Isaac Watcherson the gift packs will feature Yamhill
from Amity High School. He is County’s wonderful producers and
attending Clackamas Community products and will be available at
College where he is pursuing an Newberg and McMinnville WILCOs
associate’s degree in Landscape around the end of November. Those
Management. Isaac has contributed of you who would like a taste of
a great deal to the local agricultural Yamhill County delivered to you or
community through his participation a family member, can contact us
in 4-H and supporting his family’s through our chapter email address:
business and we are excited to yamhill@owaonline.org to arrange
support him to reach his future goals. gift pack shipping. The proceeds
from gift pack sales fund our
A couple of us enjoyed working shifts chapter’s donations to agriculturally
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related programs, our Community
College and Oregon State University
scholarships, and grants to support
local FFA and 4H projects. Thank
you for helping us support our
community!
Our chapter will continue regular
meetings at 7:00 PM on the second
Wednesday of the month remotely
or otherwise. Please check out our
Facebook page for details in advance
of each meeting until we resume
regular in-person meetings at
Citizen’s Bank in McMinnville.
Tara Jackson
Yamhill Chapter President

Back-to-School and
Agriculture in the Classroom
By Jessica Jansen

Fall always brings a surge of activity
in the Agriculture in the Classroom
office as teachers and students
go back-to-school. This year feels
particularly exciting as the campus at
Oregon State University surges with
the excitement of students returning
to campus!

Oregon Women for Agriculture for
the continued financial support of
our program.
Jessica Jansen, Executive Director
Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom
Foundation
541-737-8629
Jessica.Jansen@oregonstate.edu

Late August marks the beginning of
our back-to-school season with the Brittany Capell, Education Programs
launch of our calendar at our annual Coordinator
calendar reception. Ten of the 13 Brittany.Capell@oregonstate.edu
calendar art award winning students
attended the event held during the
Oregon State Fair. The students
had the opportunity to share with
the audience about their artwork
and the agricultural subject of their
choice. Since then, over 5,000 copies
of the calendar have been distributed
statewide.
We are excited to offer several
programs this year to teachers and
classrooms including monthly Virtual
Field Trips taking place throughout
the state, monthly professional
development for educators, and a
monthly subscription box program in
which 74 classrooms across the state
receive a book, lesson, and supplies
for a lesson about agriculture! We
look forward to another great year
of agricultural literacy and thank

The OWA Auction
committee needs
your help!
We have some areas of
the auction needing a
point person to step up to
volunteer - including remote
opportunities! The next
meeting is in January.
Please email Mallory at
president@owaonline.org if
you’re willing to help lighten
the load for our auction
committee.

Students show off their art at the Calendar Art Reception
during the Oregon State Fair.

Upcoming OWA State Board Meeting
JANUARY 21ST AT 9 AM - LOCATION TBA
Contact info@owaonline.org to request a Zoom link for each meeting
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Eastern Oregon Chapter Hosts Sage Trail
Run
By Josie Miles
The Eastern OWA chapter held their
2nd annual Sage Trail Run event on
September 25th. The run is held
in Echo, Oregon and winds its way
through the Sage Trail amidst farm
ground, highlighting scenery from
Sno Road Winery. This is one of
only fall trail runs in Eastern Oregon
and it includes a 5K & 10K course.
All proceeds collected from this
event go to fund the chapter’s local
scholarships presented in the spring.
The event is upbeat and lots of fun,
featuring runners from across the
state. Members hope to see this event
continue to grow and invite all OWA
members to come join us next year!
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Join the OWA Officer
Team!
We are looking for members
interested in joining the OWA
Officer team! This February the
positions of President, 1st Vice
President and Corresponding
Secretary are up for election.
We would especially like to see
candidates from Columbia Gorge,
Eastern, Lane, and Polk chapters,
as those are not represented in
state leadership roles currently.
If you are interested or you'd
like to learn more about joining
the executive team to lead
OWA, please email Mallory at
president@owaonline.org.

American Agri-Women/
National Convention
Update
By Mallory Phelan
The American Agri-Women
held its 47th Annual National
Convention,
"Renewal
&
Rebirth", on November 12-13th
in Phoenix, Arizona. With our
organization’s
disaffiliation,
some OWA members attended
as individual members of AAW,
not representing the state
affiliate. New officers were
elected and include President
Heather
Hampton-Knodle
(Illinois), 1st VP Rose Tryon
(California),

allowed during the 2021-2022
school year. Our hopes for a more
normal year are yet to be seen, but
we will do our best to serve as many
students as possible.

VP Communications Laura
Hart (Texas), VP Education
Jacquie Compston (Nevada),
Secretary
Kim
Bremmer
(Wisconsin), Treasurer Kathy
Goodyke (Minnesota), and
Past President Karolyn Zurn
(Minnesota). Please attend
state board meetings to
participate in discussions
regarding OWA affiliate status.
For more information visit
www.americanagriwomen.
org.

can check it out at www.orwit.org
October is Forest Products Month.
OWIT will be airing radio ads in
Clatsop, Coos, Douglas, Lane,
Linn, Benton, and Union counties
throughout the month. KEZI
television station will also air 15 and
30 second spots during programing.
We received a grant from the Paul
Bunyan Foundation to help pay for
these activities.

Coni Fir is finishing up her 3rd
edition of Coni-Fir Connections.
The fall issue encourages kids
to disconnect from technology
and spend some time learning
about forestry. Check out OWIT’s
Facebook page and website to For more information on OWIT and
TAT please visit OWIT’s website at
OWIT chapters have persevered by order your seasonal activity kit.
www.orwit.org on Facebook and
meeting virtually or in small groups
when appropriate this summer. We are excited to announce the Instagram.
Clatsop, Douglas, and Coos county launch of our new website. Our
address has stayed the same,
participated in their county fairs.
but everything else has changed. Thank you,
Talk About Trees will continue to We plan to continue to grow and
offer 30-minute online and 45- develop, adding new content about Diann Washburn,
60 minute in-person lessons as our organization and projects. You OWIT State Treasurer
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OWA Membership Form
Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone:
Email:
County:
New Member

Renewal

Elin C., Teach NW, 4th Grade
Ag in the Classroom Calendar, Cover

Student
I would like to receive The Cultivator and AAW Voice
by:
Email

Postal Mail

Both email and post

Please indicate any areas of interest:
Ag Expo/Ag Fest
Auction
Conventions
Education*
Legislative*
Membership*

Marketing/PR
Promotional Items*
Scholarships
School/Farm Tours
Social Media/Website*
State Fair Booth

* Denotes standing committee
DUES ARE $45 PER YEAR
$30 FOR STUDENT MEMBERSHIP
March 1, 2021 to February 28, 2022
Make checks payable to:
Oregon Women for Agriculture
Mail to: 630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50
Albany, Oregon 97321
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Seeking: Member
Spotlights
Do you know of an OWA member who deserves to
be highlighted in The Cultivator? Every quarter there
will be space to shine a light on members who are
representing OWA in an outstanding way, doing great
things in their communities, or otherwise deserve to
have attention shown to their accomplishments.
If you have someone in mind, please send an article
on the member to
jordyn.coon@gmail.com, along with a photo.

OREGON WOMEN FOR
AGRICULTURE
STATE OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
Mallory Phelan
2195 Hyacinth St. NE #105
Salem, OR 97301
mallory@aglink.org
541.990.9521
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Mary Hood
3484 NW Scenic Dr.
Albany, OR 97321
hoodm@columbiabank.com
541.979.2199
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Michelle Carmony
39925 SE Fish Hatchery Rd
Sandy OR 97055
echovrbeef@aol.com
503.407.2041

OREGON WOMEN FOR AGRICULTURE • 1969-2020
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the
entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of
food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a
major source of income and capital for reinvestment.
OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and resources
that produce safe, high quality food and other products for America and
the world resulting in profitable operations that improve the land and
environment for future generations.
OWA PURPOSE
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the
importance of agriculture.
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the
importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture.
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and
dealt with fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.

RECORDING SECRETARY
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121
Salem, OR 97305
emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com
503.932.1326
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Jessica Hanna Locke
11725 SW Green Dr.
Culver, OR 97734
auntjessa@hotmail.com
541.408.5232
TREASURER
Tracy Duerst
14446 Riches Rd SE
Silverton, OR 97381
djduerst@aol.com
503.873.8441
PAST PRESIDENT
Helle Ruddenklau
12500 SW Salt Creek Rd
Amity, OR 97101
ruddenkl@viclink.com
503.932.0558

The Cultivator is published four times per year as a service to our members,
advertisers, and donors. To submit information or interest in advertising,
contact:
Jordyn Coon, Editor
jordyn.coon@gmail.com
541.231.6370
TO GUARANTEE YOUR SUBMISSION BE INCLUDED, PLEASE SUBMIT
CONTENT BY: THE 15TH OF MARCH, JUNE, SEPTEMBER, AND DECEMBER
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THE 2022 OWA ANNUAL MEETING, HOSTED BY EASTERN OREGON, WILL TAKE PLACE FEBRUARY 24-26.
MORE INFORMATION WILL BE COMING BY EMAIL AND IN THE JANUARY CULTIVATOR.

