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OWA Sigma Alpha Scholarship
Hope Stansell was awarded a $1,000 
scholarship from OWA this past 
summer. Members of the Oregon 
State University Sigma Alpha 
Agriculture Sorority entering their 
senior year were eligible to apply. 

Hope is pursuing a degree in 
Agricultural Sciences, with minors 
in agriculture education, leadership, 
and animal sciences. She plans 
to continue her education with 
a master’s degree in Agricultural 
Education.

Selection for the winner of this 
scholarship was based on applicants’ 
essay response to the question “What 
is one of the biggest challenges 
you see in agriculture today and 
what is your vision for meeting that 
challenge?" Read on for Hope’s 
answer. 

One of the biggest challenges that I 
am often thinking about is how we're 
going to feed a growing population 
while the number of farmers and 
land is decreasing. These can be 
separate issues on their own but 

are often connected 
and they inversely 
relate to one another. 
These are things I 
know others who 
aren't even involved 
in ag worry about. 
I've had numerous 
conversations with 
people about these 
topics and about how 
we can help change 
the course that we're 
currently on. 

In the next 28 years, the 
population is expected 
to grow by roughly two 
billion people. Across 
the US we've seen a 
continuous downfall in 
the amount of available 
land for farming. In the 
most recent census 
of agriculture (2017) 
only 16 states saw an 
increased amount of 
land. Major producing 
states such as California, 
Wyoming, and Montana 

Hope Stansell
2022 Sigma Alpha Scholarship winner

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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I’m sitting at my computer today 
looking outside as the leaves start to 
change colors and fall. Mornings are 
foggy and our afternoons are sunny 
and warm. Sports have started (I’m 
a soccer mom – go #8!) and my 
family is falling back into our school 
routines. Watching and feeling the 
seasons change here in Oregon is 
such a blessing. Already we are off to 
a dry fall, so I’m with you in doing a 
rain dance.
 
The other season that is upon us is 
election time. The political scene 
this fall is intense and the election 
of a governor that understands and 
represents agriculture is critical. We 
all know that agriculture gets an 
unfair shake by decisions made in 
Salem. So electing a governor with 
business savvy and an understanding 
of agriculture is a priority for all of 
us. While OWA is non-partisan, our 
members are not. I applaud the 
passion within our membership 
for being involved in the political 
process. That’s what it takes, those 
willing to put in the work and step 
up for what they believe in. Kudos 
to our members who are doing just 
that. My only ask on all sides, is that 
we remember that at the end of the 
day we are all human, and deserve 
kindness and respect – even though 
there may be differences of opinion.
 
As a banker, let’s talk about finances 
for a second. We’ve all felt the 
impacts from rising input costs, 
labor issues, global uncertainties, 
and now interest rates are increasing 
unlike anytime I have ever seen in 
my 30 year banking career. As price 
takers, our farms continue feeling 

the squeeze. Now is not the time to 
bury your head in the sand and hope 
things will get better. From my chair, 
we have a few tough years ahead 
of us. Take the time to review your 
farm’s financial statement, make 
sure your financial house is in order. 
Make sure your ability to cover 
expenses and debt payments is solid. 
Borrowing costs are increasing, so 
the less reliance on debt, the better. 
While that typically isn’t possible, 
it should always be a goal. Budget 
margins matter and in times like 
these, it’s important to keep control 
of discretionary spending. I like to 
tell folks that working capital is the 
blood of your operation – don’t get 
caught short. Finally, make sure 
your relationship with your bank 
and banker are solid; working with 
ag bankers who understand the ups 
and downs of the cycle is especially 
important during times like these.  
 
The AAW National Convention is 
fast approaching – and I hope to see 
some of you in Montana next month. 
The switch back from daylight 
savings time will be here that same 
week and then it’s on to the holidays. 
I can’t believe I just said that – I’m 
definitely not ready. 
 
Stay safe out there and remember to 
VOTE!

MARY HOOD
STATE PRESIDENT

president@owaonline.org
541-979-2199

~MARY

The President's Corner

The first meeting of the auction 
committee will be in late 
October or early November to 
set the theme. Regular meetings 
will then begin in January. 
New committee members are 
welcome!

There are positions open that 
need to be filled. The committee 
is looking for someone to take 
over the Dinner Chair position 
(that person would shadow this 
upcoming auction and take over 
for the 2024 auction).

If you are interested in 
participating and to learn the 
date of the first meeting, email 
Sarah Puls, the Auction Chair, at 
sawade@hotmail.com

2023 OWA
Auction

mailto:president%40owaonline.org?subject=
mailto:sawade%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Chapter Meetings

CENTRAL OREGON
Jessica Locke

auntjessa@hotmail.com
541.408.5232

COLUMBIA GORGE
Cindy Brown

cindy.brown@oregonstate.edu
541.993.5291

EASTERN OREGON
Bethany Woodall

easternoregonowa@gmail.com

LANE
Sarah Puls

sawade@hotmail.com
541.729.5034

LINN-BENTON
Dona Coon

stems@alyrica.net
541.936.0074

MARION CLACKAMAS
Kim Zuber

boniface@wvi.com

POLK
Diann Washburn

diann@ofsonline.org
503.917.9205

YAMHILL
Tara Lomacz

t.lomacz@water-law.com
(503) 281-4100

Please contact your chapter president for the most up to date information on upcoming chapter meetings. 

experienced major losses of land. As 
the average age of farmers rises up to 
58 and the percentage of farmers in 
their 60s goes up, the issue of having 
farmers to farmland contributes 
another piece to this puzzle. Without 
land, and without farmers, the 
growing population will suffer the 
consequences. 

There are a few different ways these 
issues can begin to be addressed. 
Sustainable agriculture can help 
ensure we leave arid land for future 
generations. GMOs can help maximize 
crop outputs to provide more food 
using fewer resources. Promoting 
and supporting smaller farms can 
give people access to healthy food 
close to them, which could be a vital 
step for developing countries. It's 
going to take more than one answer 
to solve this problem, however, I 
believe the best first step that will 

have a ripple effect is agriculture 
education. 

With 7% of adult Americans believing 
that chocolate milk comes from 
brown cows, it's clear that there is 
a strong disconnect between what 
happens at production and when a 
product is consumed. Consumers 
don't need to think about how their 
food is made, where it comes from, 
who makes it, and how it gets to 
the grocery store. If the public was 
properly informed about these 
issues, they may be better able to 
critically think and help solve these 
issues. 

By educating the next generation 
about agriculture we can promote 
more careers in agriculture. So many 
farms cease to exist after a generation 
decides they don't want to farm, it's 
much more uncommon for someone 
to take over a farm if they weren't 

raised on it. It is vital that we change 
this. More than just the stereotypical 
farmer, there are so many essential 
careers in the industry. With so much 
that goes into agriculture production, 
there is an interest for almost anyone. 
Without any knowledge of ag, it's 
hard to discover this. Additionally, 
it's my hope that by promoting ag ed 
in more schools and to every student 
(not just the farmers) we can begin 
to reduce the stigmas, stereotypes, 
and gatekeeping that surrounds 
agriculture. 

Change is needed, we need to protect 
agriculture and help it thrive because 
agriculture affects everyone.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

mailto:auntjessa%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:cindy.brown%40oregonstate.edu?subject=
mailto:easternoregonowa%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sawade%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:stems%40alyrica.net?subject=
mailto:boniface%40wvi.com?subject=
mailto:diann%40ofsonline.org?subject=
mailto:t.lomacz%40water-law.com?subject=
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COLUMBIA GORGE

The Columbia Gorge chapter held 
a small fundraiser in August at 
Vintage Dufur Days. The group sold 
homemade fruit cobblers with 
Eberhard’s ice cream from Redmond. 
Those participating in the fundraiser 
were President Cindy Brown, Vice 
President/Treasurer Deanna Sudan, 
and Christy Macnab.

Cindy Brown
Columbia Gorge Chapter President

EASTERN OREGON

The Eastern Oregon Chapter was 
busy during September preparing 
for the Echo Sage Trail Run.  We 
had volunteers out clearing trails, 
organizing donations and sponsors, 
and promoting the race at every 
possible opportunity. We also 
prepared to host the September 
State meeting. We had two members 
represent our chapter at the 
Governor’s Luncheon during the 
Pendleton Round-Up.  

Our chapter’s annual social event 
took place at the Echo Corn Maze 
on October 14th from 5-8pm. This 
fun family event is one we all look 
forward to each year.  

Bethany Woodall
Eastern Oregon Chapter President

LANE

Hello from Lane County,

The Lane County chapter took 
a hiatus from meeting over the 
busy summer. Though we were 
not actively meeting, OWA Lane 
County continued giving back to 
our local communities. We returned 
to help in the ticket sales booths 
at the Harrisburg Harvest Festival 
Association’s annual Harvest Festival 
Truck and Tractor Pull in August. 
This year's event was well attended, 
with over 1,700 spectators on Friday 
and Saturday. The Harrisburg 
Harvest Festival supports and 
promotes agriculture and furthering 
ag education in the local schools 
and surrounding communities. 
The Harrisburg FFA, led by our own 
chapter member Teague Teece, is 

one of the main benefactors of the 
festival. Their amazing FFA chapter 
organizes the parking and sells raffle 
tickets during the two-day event. 
This year, the Harrisburg FFA chapter 
made over $6,000 in donations from 
parking and raffle ticket sales. You 
can find more information about this 
great community event here:  https://
www.harrisburgharvestfestival.org/.

Lane County is gearing up to start 
meeting again this fall. Our next 
meeting will be October 13th at 
6 pm at the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Springfield.  We are focusing on 
convention planning, with Travel 
Lane County as a guest speaker, 
and a tour of the venue. We will 
also be reviewing our FFA  Chapter 
Scholarship applications and 
deciding on awards.

What’s Happening 
Around the State?

Columbia Gorge members at Vintage Dufur Days.

 https://www.harrisburgharvestfestival.org/
 https://www.harrisburgharvestfestival.org/
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Have a great fall!

Sarah Puls
Lane Chapter President

LINN-BENTON

We met in June at the home of Michel 
Bryant and enjoyed a meal together 
near her blueberry fields in Albany. 
There were 16 in attendance. We 
went over county fair participation, 
scholarship candidate names, hosts 
for SAI teachers, and updates on 
committees. 

There was no meeting in July but a 
crew set up the “One Farmer Feeds…” 
display at the Benton County Fair 
and received good feedback and 
even handwritten comments! 
Special thanks to Pam Toews (and 
grandson), Darcy Vanderyacht, 
Margaret Henderson, Tami Kerr, and 
Dona Coon for the sweat equity they 
provided.

Linn Benton sponsored the Golden 
Broom Herdsmanship Awards with 
some great thank yous received 
from the students. The presentation 
of barn brooms with an engraved 
plate has been an ongoing project for 
many years and Kristi Miller makes 
it happen! Linn Benton also helps 
with sponsorship of herdsmanship 
recognition at Linn County Fair.

Our August meeting was held at 
Margaret Henderson’s new home 
on Peoria Road with tacos! There 
were 21 in attendance. Scholarship 
recipients were announced. Claira 
Goracke, Hannah Glaser, and Megan 
Hood received a combined amount 
of $2,300. Claira made a short 
presentation of her studies and her 

appreciation for the financial help. 
The scholarship funds are generated 
from earnings of a designated 
account.

September’s meeting was held at 
Barbara Hauge’s home in Albany 
and we thanked her and Costco for 
providing the enchiladas. Barbara 
hosted with a broken collarbone and 
her husband’s help. Our members are 
tough! State Board Officer openings 
were discussed and members were 
encouraged to apply.

State Fair was very positive with 
the OWA Booth’s map of Oregon’s 
waterways and the issues farmers/
ranchers face in those areas. Members 
who manned the booth had positive 
feedback. The “One Farmer Feeds….” 
also received good comments and 
was set up and removed by Linn 
Benton members: Lisa Goracke, Pam 
Toews, Margaret Henderson, Judy 
Chase, Dona Coon, and guest worker, 
Alex Weiss from Germany.

Kristi Miller reminded us of the 
statewide ag photo contest and that 
entries needed to be of high pixel 
count and should be sent to her. 
Carrie Corrado is putting together 
the Pape Christmas Tree Project 
with the theme of old and new farm 
equipment. Kelsy Pimm will be 
putting together the Linn Benton 
donation for the AITC Fall Harvest 
Dinner. We are looking forward to the 
return of the Sigma Alpha ladies as 
school starts up!

Betty Jo Smith shared early photos 
of OWA projects that we might 
want to revitalize. One that is being 
considered is a stack of loaves of 
bread (60?) that can be made from 
one bushel of wheat (a bushel basket 
of wheat beside it.) Lots going on. 

Dona Coon
Linn-Benton Chapter President

POLK

The Polk OWA Chapter met a few 
times this summer. We were not able 
to have a booth at the Polk County 
Fair, but we sponsored Junior Chef 
Awards. We had some members help 
at the Oregon State Fair in the OWA 
booth too. We worked on promoting 
the OWA Farmstand Coloring sheets 
in local Polk County farm stands. 
Kristi Miller informed us that the 
August winner came from one of our 
stands!

We plan to host some more STOP 
THE BLEED® classes with Joey Van 
Winckel from West Valley Hospital 
in January and February. We have 
delayed our Dancing Oaks Nursery 
event for next spring. 

We discussed reaching out to 
local schools to introduce them to 
Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom 
and offer to purchase the Get 
Oregonized books for their school. 
We will continue to maintain our 
Facebook page with messages about 
agriculture, ag safety on the road 
during harvest, and the importance 
of voting in November. 

We meet monthly on the second 
Monday of the month at 11:30 AM at 
Westside Pacific Family Restaurant in 
Rickreall. (Formally known as Rock 
n Rogers) Join us anytime. All are 
welcome!

Diann Washburn
Polk Chapter President
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Legislative Committee Report

Lane County – Marie Bowers and Jenny Hitner
Marion-Clackamas – Tricia Chastain
Polk – Diann Washburn and Kathy Hadley
Yamhill – Tara Lomacz and Helle Ruddenklau
At Large – Abby Fitts 

Open Positions for Central Oregon, Eastern Oregon, Columbia Gorge, 
Linn-Benton, Marion-Clackamas chapters and an OWA Executive 
Committee Representative.
 
Decisions are often time sensitive. Committee members need to be responsive 
and decisive. Different points of view are welcome, however, decisions must 
be based on OWA’s Approved Policy Statements. 

By Tami Kerr, Chair, Linn-Benton

There was a spirited conversation at 
the recent OWA State Board meeting 
to discuss our involvement in AG-
PAC. After reviewing OWA’s current 
policy statements and legal status as 
a 501(c)5 organization, it was decided 
that OWA would abstain from voting 
in an upcoming AG-PAC meeting to 
endorse a candidate for Governor. 
AG-PAC interviewed both Christine 
Drazan and Betsy Johnson in early 
September. Tina Kotek declined to 
participate. 

It was also decided to share the 
AG-PAC candidate endorsements 
through our e-blast messages and 
this link: www.ag-pac.org. 

We will have a larger conversation 
about our membership in AG-PAC 
at the 2023 State Convention next 
February. 

Some of our membership has been 
very engaged in the political process. 
Many of us believe we need to 
participate in candidate interviews 
and endorse those candidates that 

will support natural resources and 
our family businesses. We also 
need to respect OWA’s current 
policy statements about being non-
partisan, hence the recent decision 
to abstain in the next AG-PAC meeting 
from endorsing a candidate in the 
Governor’s race. 

As background, OWA joined AG-
PAC and the AG-PAC Educational 
Services Association (AESA) in 2012. 
AG-PAC represents the interests of 
agriculture, forestry, and natural 
resource-based industries. Current 
members include Associated Oregon 
Loggers, Far West PAC, Hawley Land 
and Cattle, NW Ag Cooperative 
Council, Northwest Chicken Council, 
Oregon Association of Nurseries, 
Oregon Cattlemen Association, 
Oregon Dairy Farmers Association, 
Oregon Farm Bureau PAC, Oregon 
Pork Producers Association, 
Oregonians for Food & Shelter PAC, 
Oregon Wine PAC, Oregon Seed PAC, 
and Oregon Women for Agriculture. 
Our annual dues are paid through 
next summer.

Election Day is November 8. Make 
sure you support the candidates 
that align with your values and 
priorities. Consider making financial 
contributions to the candidates 
you want elected. Get to know your 
local elected officials, your county 
commissioners, your state House and 
Senate candidates, the candidates 
for BOLI and the Congressional 
candidates. Real change is possible 
but will only happen if you vote. 

The American Agri-Women 
newsletter, The Voice, is all 
electronic. 

If you are not receiving 
it by email and would 
like to, email members@
owaonline.org and we will 
make sure you are added 
to the list. 

The Oregonians for Food 
and Shelter (OFS) 2022 
Voter's Guide is available 
by visiting www.
ofsonline.org/voters-
guide

OWA is a member of OFS

http://www.ag-pac.org
mailto:members%40owaonline.org?subject=
mailto:members%40owaonline.org?subject=
http://www.ofsonline.org/voters-guide
http://www.ofsonline.org/voters-guide
http://www.ofsonline.org/voters-guide
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Ellen was born in 1923 and just 
celebrated her 99th birthday in 
August.

Ellen has been an Oregon Women 
for Ag and Lane County member 
from the beginning. She might not 
be coming to monthly meetings any 
more or participating as an active 
member, but that does not mean 
she is not living and promoting 
agriculture daily.  

Everett and Ellen Hunton started 
Hunton’s Farm in 1952. The farm 
is a third-generation family farm 
with the fourth generation not far 
behind. In the 1960s they built 
Hunton’s Warehouse, a seed-
cleaning warehouse in Junction 
city. She learned what it took to be 
a farmer’s wife and be a partner 
in the business. Ellen resides on 
the original working farm, where 
she is still active in daily affairs and 
maintains the bookkeeping for both 
businesses. In her spare time, she 
cooks, does some baking, and loves 
seeing and talking to her family. She 
never forgets a birthday and always 
pays her membership dues every 
year on time.  

Ellen is an amazing lady and Lane 
County chapter would like to thank 
her for her continued support of OWA 
and agriculture.

Provided by Lane County member 
Mary Howarth

Spotlighting Our Members

Ellen Hunton at her 99th birthday party in 
August  of this year.

Ellen Hunton

Barbara Hauge
My name is Barbara Hauge, I am a 
member of the Linn-Benton Chapter 
of OWA, which I joined about 6 years 
ago. I was in the process of moving 
to Albany when I met Betty Jo Smith 
(Linn-Benton OWA member) at my 
mother’s memorial service. Betty Jo 
and I discovered that we were soon 
to be neighbors. After my husband 
Don and I moved to Albany, Betty Jo 
invited me to attend a Linn-Benton 
meeting, where she encouraged me 
to become a member. 

As a member of the Linn-Benton 
Chapter I do not have any direct 
connection to an agricultural 
business, but I am very interested in 
helping to carry out what OWA does 
to promote and educate the public 

about Oregon Agriculture. 

My mother, Martha Bronson, was 
a long-time member of the Lane 
County chapter of OWA. During 
the years my mother was in OWA 
member I was living in Hillsboro, 
with a career in Human Resources. 
My only connection with agriculture 
was coming home to visit family on 
our farm outside of Junction City.
 
I do have a historical connection to 
the world of agriculture. My mother, 
Martha Archibald Bronson, grew up 
on a farm in Shedd, and my father, 
Vern Bronson, grew up on a farm 
outside of Harrisburg. Our family 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8



8 THE CULTIVATOR • FALL 2022

Upcoming OWA State Board Meetings
DECEMBER 9TH AT 9 AM - HOSTED BY MARION CLACKAMAS

JANUARY 20TH AT 9 AM - LOCATION TDB
FEBRUARY 9TH - 11TH - SPRINGFIELD

Contact info@owaonline.org to request more info for each meeting

farm west of Junction City was where 
we raised cattle, hay, and kids. (I 
have 7 brothers and 5 sisters). When 
I joined 4-H I started out with sewing 
projects (for which I have no talent) 
but quickly moved on to dairy, where 
my sister Linda and I had twin Milking 
Shorthorn heifers. 
  
My husband Don and I have two 
daughters and three grandchildren. 
We moved to Albany seven years 
ago from Hillsboro, where we had 
lived for 35 years. The move back 
to the Valley was a bit like coming 
home as I graduated from Junction 
City High School and from Oregon 
State University with a degree in 
Education. I taught 4th & 5th grade 
before changing career direction, 
which led to my Human Resources 
career. During my 25+ year career in 
Human Resources, I worked first in 
the High Technology industry, then 
in the Apparel and Footwear Design/
Development industry. 
 
Now that I am retired, I keep busy 
volunteering with Linn-Benton OWA 
activities, as well as volunteering 
for activities and committees at 
the retirement community where 
we live in Albany. In my spare 

time I enjoy hiking, race walking, 
bicycling, camping, reading, and 
gardening. I have been race-walking 
competitively for many years, usually 
in 5k & 10K races, but also on a team 
for the Portland to Coast Relay, and 
most recently on a team for the 
Cascade Lakes Relay.   
Being a member of OWA has not only 
brought me back to the world of 

agriculture, but I have also met, and 
get to work with, an amazing group 
of women, the members of the Linn-
Benton OWA chapter.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Barbara and her husband, Don, on a hike together.

mailto:info%40owaonline.org?subject=
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Eastern Oregon Chapter Hosts 
Sage Trail Run

The 2022 Echo Sage Trail Run had 
the best turnout since Eastern 
Oregon Women for Ag took over 
the race in 2019. Sixty two racers 
registered for the challenge of steep 
hills and beautiful views out on the 
trail. The race is open to all who wish 
to compete and this year the ages 
ranged from 7 to 67. Trevor Nichols 
(17) from Heppner set the fastest 
pace in the 5K at 22:25 and Hunter 
Nichols (21) also from Heppner was 
the fastest in the 10K at 41:42. 

All proceeds from this annual 
fundraiser go to the Eastern Oregon 

Chapter’s scholarship fund. The 
chapter awards three scholarships 
each year to young ladies pursuing 
a degree in agriculture. Sponsors 
for this year’s race included: Banner 
Bank, Columbia Point Equipment, 
Echo Corn Maze, Echo West Fresh, 
HNS Inc, Northwest Farm Credit 
Services, Pepsi, and Roger’s Toyota 
of Hermiston.

The race would not be possible 
without our amazing members, 
volunteers, and sponsors!  Thank 
you to everyone who helped out.

By Bethany Woodall
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2021 Photo Contest winner "Changing of Colors" 
by Allison Andrews

OWA Ag Photo Contest
There’s a little less than a month left 
to submit entries for OWA’s Photo 
Contest. Entries are due November 
1st. There are small prizes for the 
top 3 ag related photos received. 
One photo per person please—and 
we ask that images be a high quality 
jpg format and no smaller than 1600 
x 1200 pixel size. Send your entries 
to Kristi Miller at millerk@dswebnet.
com    

We will pick winners and the top 
photo will be mounted on canvas 
and used as an item in the 2023 
OWA Auction. We will also display 
honorable mentions at the auction. 
Pictures entered become property of 
OWA.

Submit pictures along with your 
name, address, email, what the 

picture is of(name of crop, animal, 
equipment etc.) Contact Kristi Miller 
for questions.

American Agri-Women has 
two scholarships available 
to any farm, ranch or 
agribusiness woman or 
her daughter to pursue 
accredited courses in 
agriculture leadership, 
communications, rural 
sociology, medicine, or 
any other courses directly 
related to agriculture. One 
scholarship is available for 
high school graduates aged 
18 – 23. The other is for 
women who are returning to 
school in agriculture and 24 
years or older. 

Both scholarships are for 
$1,000. Applications for 
each scholarship are to be 
received between January 1 
and March 1. They must be 
postmarked by March 1st of 
each year.

If you or someone you 
know is in need of a college 
scholarship and fits one 
of these descriptions, visit 
americanagriwomen.org 
and find the link to the 
application halfway down 
the home page, on the right 
side.

American Agri-Women
ScholarshipsOWA has a challenge 

for you!

Funds are available for crop ID 
signs. We challenge you to think 
of a place in your community that 
could serve as an educational 
opportunity and request a sign 
to put in that place. Email Mary 
at president@owaonline.org to 
get your crop ID sign on the next 
order.  

mailto:millerk%40dswebnet.com?subject=
mailto:millerk%40dswebnet.com?subject=
http://americanagriwomen.org
mailto:?subject=
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OWA is seeking a PR Committee 
chairperson!

If you have an interest in public relations and love 
Oregon agriculture, this is a great position for you!  

This committee has a nice budget and just needs 
the right person to lead it! If interested, please 

contact Mary Hood at president@owaonline.org

Talk About Trees saw 48,513 
students last school year, up from 
26,916 the previous year. We are 
still offering virtual programs, but 
about 65% of the programs this 
year were in person. We anticipate 
a more normal year with mostly in 
person programs next school year. 
We currently have 10 facilitators, 
down from 18 that we had before 
the pandemic. Our contract with the 
Oregon Forest Resources Institute 
expired June 30th. We applied for 
a new grant with them in July and 
should hear soon if we are awarded 
a new contract. OFRI is still in the 

crosshairs with the legislature, so 
our funding is questionable moving 
forward. Other funding comes from 
our annual auction and private 
donations.

OWIT chapters have been 
participating in local fair booths and 
we had a booth at the Great Oregon 
Steam-up at Antique Powerland 
July 30th and 31st and August 6th 
and 7th. We have been invited 
to have a booth September 25th 
before a Portland Thorns game and 
October 2nd before the Portland 
Timbers soccer game. 

Forest Products Month is October. 
We will be applying for a grant 
with the Paul Bunyan Foundation 
to help each chapter with their 
month-long projects, which include 
radio ads, KEZI digital and tv ads, 
The Clatsop chapter is bringing 
back their 6th grade outdoor school 
with their local Oregon Department 
of Forestry office, Lane chapter is 
planning a teacher in-service day 
forest/mill tour. Curry/Coos chapter 

is producing 30 second spots 
for their local movie theater and 
statewide we will be asking local 
coffee shops to use coffee sleeves 
with a timber message throughout 
the month. 

OWIT’s Annual Meeting will be held 
in Rockaway Beach on Saturday 
October 15th. We have plans to 
strategize for next year and have 
some fun social time with everyone. 

Planning for our next auction 
is underway too. Save the date 
for February 22nd, 2023 at the 
Graduate Eugene hotel. 

For more information on OWIT and 
TAT please visit OWIT’s website at 
www.orwit.org, and follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

Thank you,

Diann Washburn
OWIT State Treasurer

VOTE
REMEMBER TO 

Ballots must be received 
by 8 PM on 

November 8th

mailto:president%40owaonline.org?subject=
http://www.orwit.org
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THREE STATE OFFICE POSITONS WILL BE OPENING IN FEBRUARY. IF YOU HAVE EVER CONSIDERED BEING 
AN OFFICER, NOW COULD BE THE TIME. CONTACT PRESIDENT@OWAONLINE.ORG TO LEARN MORE. 

OPEN POSITIONS WILL BE TREASURER, 2ND VICE PRESIDENT, AND RECORDING SECRETARY

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO WORK THE OWA BOOTH AT THE WILLAMETTE VALLEY AG EXPO

SET UP ON NOVEMBER 14TH

BOOTH SHIFTS NOVEMBER 15TH - 17TH | 3 HOURS EACH
CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

mailto:president%40owaonline.org?subject=
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pOXLBh1RcRJ3tpGckuvyGU64tah7-9_jDM6HdOZm4ts/edit#gid=0
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Gina Tyhuis, Barbara Hauge, Mary Hood, Michelle Carmony, Gina 
Gray, Mallory Phelan, and Helle Ruddenklau pose during the 

September State Board meeting. 

THE OREGON 
DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE 
RECENTLY RELEASED 

THE STATE’S AG 
STATISTICS, BASED ON 

THE 2020 GROWING 
YEAR. TO SEE THE  THE 
RESULTS, CLICK HERE

https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/shared/Documents/Publications/Administration/ORAgFactsFigures.pdf
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OREGON WOMEN FOR AGRICULTURE • 1969-2022
OWA defines a family farm as: a form of business enterprise in which the 

entrepreneurial decisions are made by a family engaged in the production of 
food, feed, fiber, fuel, forest products and/or flora for profit, which provides a 

major source of income and capital for reinvestment.

OWA defines sustainable agriculture as using farm practices and resources 
that produce safe, high quality food and other products for America and 

the world resulting in profitable operations that improve the land and 
environment for future generations.

OWA PURPOSE
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the 

importance of agriculture.
• To educate and inform the membership and the public about the 

importance of agriculture to the economy and to the environment.
• To engage all phases of Oregon agriculture having mutual concerns.
• To communicate the story of today’s agriculture. 
• To do everything possible to see that agricultural interests are heard and 

dealt with fairly.
• To support and encourage research that will benefit agriculture.

The Cultivator is published four times per year as a service to our members, 
advertisers, and donors. To submit information or interest in advertising, 
contact: 

Jordyn Coon, Editor
jordyn.coon@gmail.com 

 541.231.6370
 

TO GUARANTEE YOUR SUBMISSION BE INCLUDED, PLEASE SUBMIT 
CONTENT BY: THE 15TH OF MARCH, JUNE, SEPTEMBER, AND DECEMBER.

OREGON WOMEN FOR 
AGRICULTURE

STATE OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Mary Hood

3484 NW Scenic Dr.
Albany, OR 97321

hoodm@columbiabank.com
541.979.2199

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Sarah Puls
PO Box 214

Junction City, OR 97448
sawade@hotmail.com

541.729.5034

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Michelle Carmony

39925 SE Fish Hatchery Rd
Sandy OR 97055

echovrbeef@aol.com
503.407.2041

RECORDING SECRETARY
Emily Duerst
PO Box 9121

Salem, OR 97305
emily.duerst@northwestfcs.com

503.932.1326

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Jessica Locke

11725 SW Green Dr. 
Culver, OR 97734

auntjessa@hotmail.com
541.408.5232

TREASURER
Tracy Duerst

14446 Riches Rd SE
Silverton, OR 97381
djduerst@aol.com

503.873.8441

PAST PRESIDENT
Mallory Phelan

2195 Hyacinth St. NE #105
Salem, OR 97301

mallory@aglink.org
541.990.9521

mailto:jordyn.coon%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:hoodm%40columbiabank.com?subject=
mailto:sawade%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:echovrbeef%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:emily.duerst%40northwestfcs.com?subject=
mailto:auntjessa%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:djduerst%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:mallory%40aglink.org?subject=
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OWA Membership Form

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone: 

Email: 

County:

New Member Renewal 

I would  like to receive The Cultivator and AAW Voice 
by:

Both email and postPostal MailEmail

Ag Expo/Ag Fest
Auction
Conventions
Education*
Legislative*
Membership*

Marketing/PR
Promotional Items*
Scholarships
School/Farm Tours
Social Media/Website*
State Fair Booth

Please indicate any areas of interest:

* Denotes standing committee

DUES ARE $45 PER YEAR 
$30 FOR STUDENT MEMBERSHIP

March 1, 2022 to February 28, 2023

Make checks payable to:
 Oregon Women for Agriculture

Mail to: 630 Hickory Street, NW Suite 120; PMB 50 
Albany, Oregon 97321

Student

Seeking: Member 
Spotlights
Do you know of an OWA member who deserves to 
be highlighted in The Cultivator? Every quarter there 
will be space to shine a light on members who are 
representing OWA in an outstanding way, doing great 
things in their communities, or otherwise deserve to 
have attention shown to their accomplishments. 

If you have someone in mind, please send an article 
on the member to 
jordyn.coon@gmail.com, along with a photo. 

OREGON WEST
REAL ESTATE

Licensed in Oregon #811100139
www.oregonwestrealestate.com

C 541 554 6476
 

Cheryl Kinley
Principal Broker, Owner / GRI, SRS

OWA Photo Contest
SEND SUBMISSIONS TO  

MILLERK@DSWEBNET.COM 
BY NOVEMBER 1, 2022.

mailto:jordyn.coon%40gmail.com?subject=



